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Accomplishment
- Raminder Singh Ranger on Britain‘s New Year‘s honors list- 14

- Sam Pitroda appointed as Odisha Government’s Technical Advisor:- 16

- Ganga Gram Yojana: -15

- Airtel appoints Rakesh Bharti Mittal non-executive director:-17

- Wipro names Abid Ali Neemuchwala as CEO: - 14 

- Amitabh Kant Appointed NITI AAYOG CEO:-16

- Achyuta Samanta elected as General President of 105th ISCA: - 15

- Ola appoints Raghuvesh Sarup as chief marketing officer: -17

- ICICI Bank appoints Vishakha Mulye as ED-18

- Amitabh Bachchan, Priyanka Chopra new ambassadors of Incredible India-18

- RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan joins WEF task force-19

- IPS Aparna Kumar scales highest peak of Antarctica-20

-  Leslie Berland appointed as CMO of Twitter Inc:-20

- Airbus Group appoints Ashish Saraf as its VP-17

- Bill gates richest man in the world:-20

- Tata Motors appoints Guenter Butschek as CEO & MD: -17

- Alice Vaidyan, new CMD of GIC Re:--19

- Toyota world‘s biggest automaker:-19

- Female Indian Rupa Devi Football referee qualified by FIFA:--18

-  Former Aus MP runs from Kanyakumari to Srinagar:-20
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- J. S. Deepak new Telecom Secretary:-21

- Dr. Kamlesh Kumar Pandey appointed as Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities-22

- Singer Adnan Sami becomes Indian citizen-23

- Health Ministry issues Draft Guidelines for Kidney Donors:-24

- Nitin Gadkari inaugurates Capital Dredging of Navigational -25

- Inauguration of International Conference on Frontiers in Yoga -27

- Mumbai, Delhi in world’s top-30 ‘super cities’-28

- Government forms panel to study wage structure of Gramin Dak Sevaks-29

- India Nepal resume bus services after 27 years-29

- Bio-CNG plant inaugurated in Mahindra-30

- ‘Amma seeds’ scheme for farmers of Tamilnadu-31

- Start up India Campaign-32

- Cabinet approves Scheme:-32

- Mehbooba as next CM of J&K, First woman CM-33

- NCrop insurance scheme-34

- e- initiative for LPG consumers-34

- ‘Laman Diva’ is Make in India Week logo-34

- KK Jalan, new MSME Secretary-21

- Gurdeep Singh appointed as CMD of NTPC-21

- 6 pack band India‘s First Transgender Band-33

- MP bans commercial vehicles older than 15 years-28

nAtionAl news
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- Sabrimala temples cannot ban entry of women: Supreme Court-35

- SC stays Centre’s notification on Jallikattu-35

- Govt. launches four mobile health services-38

- Sikkim becomes India‘s first fully Organic state-36

- Second Liquid Chemical Berth inaugurates by Govt of India-37

- SBI opens first branch in South Korea-37

- Delhi sets up its first State Humans Rights Commission--39

- Human Rights Commission-39

- Election Commission of India (ECI) is organizing Matdaata Mahotsav -40

- India elected to Board of Directors of China-backed AIIB-40

- ‘Amma Call Centre’ launched by Tamil Nadu’s CM-40

- MoU with Kuwait on space study-41

- India slips to 89th on Global Talent Competitiveness Index:-41

- “The Z Factor” Autobiography of Subhash Chandra-41

- India‘s first social mobile wallet launched:-42

- First LGBT run radio cabs in Mumbai: -42

- Amit Shah re-elected unopposed AS BJP President-43

- Nai Manzil Scheme launches in Jammu and Kashmir-43

- President‘s rule imposed in Arunachal Pradesh-43

- Madhya Pradesh Government signed four MOUs with Singapore-39

- Cabinet aspproves Health care MoU with Maldives-35

- Ranchi to hoist world‘s Largest Tricolor-36

- Ministry of Shipping initiates Project Green Port-41
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- Govt. approves hybrid annuity model for highway projects-45

- India, France ink 14 pacts-45

- National Job Portal for persons with disabilities launched-46

- Ratan Tata invests in start-up Teabox-46

- India, Armenia sign protocol amending DTAC-47

- Supreme courts appoints new Lokayukta in Uttar Pradesh-47

- 3 Indians on global list of 50 Wealthiest people-48

- Govt. releases list of first 20 smart cities-48

- „The Turbulent Year „ Second Volume of Memoir of President of India released-48

- President returns Gujarat‘s anti terror bill-49

- Puducherry Lt Governor AK Singh launches MITRA app-50

- China‘s first nuclear reactor in ethnic minority region:-51

- North Korea tested Hydrogen Bomb:-51

- Economic Sanctions against Iran Lifted-52

- ‘World Bank releases World Development Report:-52

- France declares economic emergency-53

- Sri Lanka tops in 2015 HDI in South Asia Region-54

- India celebrates 67th Republic Day-44

- India and ADB Sign $80 Million Loan Agreement:-48

- India at 21st rank :Nuclear Security Index 2016    -53

- Mysuru to Varanasi Express India‘s first Blind Friendly train-44

-  Helpline number for journalists in Uttar Pradesh-47

- Govt to create „Khadi Gramudyog“ network-49

internAtionAl news
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- Global Corruption Index released-54

- Indian Woman Peacekeepers to leave Liberia-54

- Japan unveils first stealth fighter jet-55

- National School Games to be Organised at Four to Five venues every year-56

- Lodha committee report to focus on ‘purity of game’-56

- Zidane new Coach for Real Madrid Team-56

- Virat Kohli - best cricketer of the year:-57

- Australia withdraws from U19 World Cup-57

- Indian Won Bronze at British Junior Open Squash:-59

- Roped in as brand ambassador for ‘Changing Diabetes’-59

- Apurvi Chandela sets world record in 10m air rifle:-60

- Sania and Hingis pair won Brisbane Internationals:-61

- Siril Varma becomes junior world shuttler:-61

- Wawrinka Won 3rd Consecutive Chennai Open-61

- New Zealand’s Colin Munro scores second fastest 50 in T20     -62

- Djokovic won Qatar Open-62

- Miguel Tabuena wins Hilton Asian Tour Golf-62

- National Youth Day Celebrated-62

- Fifa Ballon d‘Or: Lionel Messi wins record fifth Ballon d‘Or-63

- S. Fleming named IPL Pune Franchise coach:-63

sports

- Barcelona‘s Luis Enrique named FIFA World Coach of the Year-62

- Ariane 5 launches Intelsat 29e on first Arianespace flight of 2016    -54

- Mumbai teen 1st to score 1000 in a test innings-58

- India 163rd position in FIFA:-60
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- 20th National Youth Festival inaugurated-64

- Mirza Hingis won Sydney International-65

- Named 2015 German Player of the year-65

- Delhi crowned Premier Badminton League-65

- Chris Gayle equals record for fastest T20 Fifty: -66

- Ivan Popov claims 14th Delhi International Chess Title-66

- Uttar Pradesh wins maiden Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy-66

- India won First Blind T20 Asia Cup-66

- PV Sindhu won Gold in Malaysia Masters:-67

- Heena Sindhu secured quota for RIO 16   -67

- Konta becomes 1st Brit woman in a Major semi -68

- David Warner wins Allan Border Medal-68

- Ishika Shah wins 12th Sub-Junior National Snooker championship title:-69

- Mirza Hingis Win Australian Open doubles title-69

- Abhinav Bindra honored by International shooting body-69

- Navneet, Santosh bag single sculls golds at Senior-70

- Kerber won 1st Grand slam Title-70

- Beckham honored by LV, UNICEF for Humanitarian Work-63

- Debora Herold 1st Indian to qualify for World Championship-67

- Ayonika Paul clinches Spot at Rio Olympics 2016:-70

- Rohit Sharma Highest ODI score against Aus in Aus:-63

- Shivnarine Chanderpaul retired from international cricket-68

- FIH has announced the winners of its Hockey Star awards 2015-68
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- Direct transfer of kerosene subsidy-74

- Two Advisers appointed for -75

- Apollo Munich ties up with Axis Bank-75

- India gets more voting rights in IMF reforms-75

- Priyanka Chopra 1st Indian to bag People‘s choice award-77

- Premji most generous Indian:-77

- 73rd Golden Globes Awards-77

- Kullu folk dance in Guinness Book-78

- Amitabh Bachchan gets Mohammedan Sporting life membership-78

- Subhashini Vasanth wins the Neerja Bhanot Award-79

- Film fare awards 2016    -79

- PM Modi conferred the Times Now Amazing Indians Awards 2016    -80

- Tsai Ing-wen elected first woman president for Taiwan-80

- Ankita Anand wins the Lorenzo Natali Media Prize-81

- Easterine Kire wins The Hindu Prize-81

- India signs Financing Agreement with World Bank-71

- Wendell Lira Wins 2015 FIFA Puskas Awards-78

- EPFO bags National Award on e-Governance:-79

economics

AwArds

- Anuradha Roy wins 2016 DSC Prize:-81

- Honors 25 Children with Bravery Awards-82

- Books on Param Veer Chakra Awardees launched-82

- Padma Awards for 2016    -82

- Rekha honoured with Yash Chopra Memorial Awards:-83



where career starts

TM

10

t

- Padma Bhushan-84

- List of Padma Shri 2016      -85

- J.K. Rowling won PEN award -88

- Sajeev Koshy honoured with Order of Australia-88

- Waheda Rehman gets special awards at YIFF-88

- India won T 20 series against Australia-89

- Nisid Hajari wins 2016 William E. Colby Award-89

- Social justice award for Nitish Kumar:-89

- IAF‘s Rafale deal with France confirmed-91

- DRDO successfully tested Tank Arjun (MBT):-92

- 15 JAN India Celebrates Army Day-93

- Nag anti-tank missile successful test fired-93

- India, Japan conduct joint exercise ‘Sahyog-Kaijin’ off Chennai coast-93

- India will host one of the largest-national military exercise-94

- CERT-In inks cyber security agreements with 3 nations-94

- Padma Awards 2016 list-84

- Start up India Programme-90

- French Army first foreign contingent Republic day-94

- Lance Naik Mohan Nath Goswami (Posthumously) awarded Ashok Chakra-83

- HAL‘s new Helicopter Factory-91

- INS Kadmatt commissioned by Indian Navy-92

sUmmit

defense

- Padma Vibhushan-84
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- Veteran CPI leader AB Bardhan passes away-96

- Former CJI Justice Kapadia passed away:-96

- J & K CM Mufti Mohammad Sayeed no more-96

- Noted Gujarati writer Labshankar Thakar passes away:-97

- 1971 war Hero Lt Gen JFR Jacob passed away-97

- Monte Irvin Passed away-98

- Actor Rajesh Vivek Passed away-98

- Former Sikkim Governor V Rama Rao Dies-99

- Punjabi Folk singer Manpreet passed away-99

- Eagles co-founder Glenn Frey dies-100

- Yasutaro Koide, world’s oldest man, dies at 112      -100

- Kannada filmmaker Geethapriya passes away-101

- Senior journalist Aroon Tikekar passes away-101

- Mrinalini Sarabhai passes away-101

- Former Dy Speaker of Gujarat Assembly Nirmala Gajwani passes away-101

- Actor Alan Rickman Passed away:-99

- New Anti Terrorism Bill Passed by Egypt Parliament-100

- Hollywood actor ABE Vigoda passed away-102

- Artificial Intelligence pioneer Marvin Minsky passes away-102

- Former Army Chief KV Krishna Rao Passed away-102

- Journalist T.N. Gopakumar Dies-103

- Noted Telugu litterateur Nayani Krishnakumari passes away-103

- Akash missile successfully test fires-95

obitUAries

- English Singer David Bowie passed away:-97
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- New India‘s Satellite monitoring station in Vietnam:-104

- Andhra Bank launches IMPS for money transfer-105

-  MSI launched world‘s first eye tracking-enabled Laptop-106

- CIRB Hisar becomes second institute to clone buffalo:-106

- Panagariya committee to fast-track bullet train project:-107

- Chinese scientists develop new bio-artificial liver:-107

- Zinnia becomes first flower grown in space:-108

- ISRO launches India‘s 5th Navigation Satellite (IRNSS-1E):-108

- 103rd session of Indian Science Congress begins-104

- Google, Railtel launches free public Wi-Fi service at the Mumbai Central Station -108

- 24 JAN 2016 - Ninth National Girl child day-110

science

- Apple‘s India‘s Country Manager Maneesh quits-108

days and dates
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ACCOMPLISHMENT
Raminder 
Singh Ranger 
on Britain‘s 
New Year‘s 
honors list:

Raminder 
Singh Ranger, 
chairman of 
Sun Mark Ltd, 
was awarded 

the Commander of the Most Excellent Order of 
the British Empire (CBE).

He was felicitated for his outstanding services 
to business and community cohesion in the 
UK.
 
Commander of the Order of the British Empire 
(CBE).

This is awarded for having a prominent but 
lesser role at national level, or a leading 
role at regional level. It is also awarded for a 
distinguished, innovative contribution to any 
area.

Other awards of UK:
1. Companion of Honour
 This is awarded for having a major 

contribution to the arts, science, 
medicine, or government lasting over a 
long period of time.

2. Knight/Dame
 This is awarded for having a major 

contribution in any activity, usually at 
national level. Other people working 
in the nominee’s area will see their 
contribution as inspirational and 
significant, requiring commitment over 
a long period of time.

3. Officer of the Order of the British Empire 
(OBE)

 This is awarded for having a major local 
role in any activity, including people 
whose work has made them known 
nationally in their chosen •area.

4. British Empire Medal (BEM)
 Reintroduced in 2012, this rewards 

a sustained, local contribution or 
innovative, high-impact work of a 
relatively short duration (eg.- 3 to 4 
years).

Wipro names 
Abid Ali 
Neemuchwala 
as CEO:

Abidali Z Nee-
muchwala was 
annoucned as 
the new CEO 
of Wipro. He 
is currently 

working as a chief operating officer (COO) at 
Wipro. He succeeded T K Kurien, who would 
now become executive vice-chairman.

1

RamindeR Singh

2

abid ali neemuchwala 
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He has a deep understanding of technology, 
business vision, sound judgment, and an 
innate ability to bring people together. In his 
nine months as group president and COO, Abid 
has effortlessly assimilated into the culture 
and ethos of Wipro. All these abilities of his 
made him the choice of Directors.

Abid Ali Neemuchwala:
Graduate in Electronics & Communication 
engineering from NIT, Raipur, and a PG in 
Industrial Management from IIT, Mumbai.
23 working experience in TCS.
Was instrumental in making TCS‘s BPO 
operations as multi-billion biz.

Early CEO‘s of Wipro:
1. Ashok Narasimhan
 Founder of Wipro. Has acted as CEO as 

well as President of the company.
2. Ashok Soota
 President-1984, CEO-1991
3. Vivek Paul
 CEO-1991 to 2005
4. Azim Premji- 2005 to 2008
5. Girish Paranjpae and Suresh Vaswani: 

2008-2011
6. TK Kurien: 2011-31st Jan 2016.

Ganga Gram 
Yojana:

Union Minister 
of Water 
Resources, River 
Development 
and Ganga 
Rejuvenation 

Sushri Uma Bharti launched Ganga Gram 
Yojana at Village Puth in Hapur district of U.P.
 Aim: to develop 1600 villages situated 
along the banks of river Ganga.
 
Features:
1. In this villages open drains falling 

into river Ganga will be diverted and 
alternative arrangements for sewage 
treatment will be made.

2. The villages will have toilets in every 
house hold.

3. These villages will be developed under 
the Sichewal model.

Achyuta 
Samanta 
elected as 
General 
President of 
105th ISCA:

 
 Indian Science 

Congress is 
all set to move 
forward with its 

new president. 
 
Dr. Achyuta Samanta has been elected for this 
post. This decision came in the 103rd Indian 
Science Congress for the 105th Indian Science 
Congress Association (ISCA) scheduled for 
2017-18.

About Dr. Achyuta Samanta
He is the founder of Kalinga Institute of 
Industrial Technology (KIIT) and Kalinga 
Institute of Social Sciences (KISS).

3

ganga gRam Yojana

4

achYuta Samanta
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These organizations provide free 
accommodation, food, healthcare, and 
education from kindergarten to post-
graduation with vocational training.

He has been the organizer of Nanhi Pari, a 
Little Miss India competition, since 2000.

He is going to set up ‚Gandhi Gram‘ in the 
memory of Mahatma Gandhi, a Tribal Museum 
to showcase Tribal life, art and culture, and a 
Center for Yoga and Spiritualism.

He is a member of various National  and 
International bodies. Some of them are 
University Grants Commission (UGC), 
Executive Committee Member of All India 
Council for Technical Education (AICTE), 
Academic Council Member of Central University 
of Orissa, Serving Member of National Council 
for Teacher Education (NCTE), Coir Board of 
India, National Executive Council Member, 
Indian Society for Technical Education, 
Executive Committee Member, Indian Science 
Congress Association (ISCA).

Recently honoured by following awards:
1. Talas State University, Kyrgyzstan – 

2015
2. Issyk- kul State University, Kyrgyzstan – 

2015
3. Issyk- kul Co-operative Institute, 

Korakoll – 2015
4. Tajikistan State National University, 

Dushanbe – 2015
5. Daejeon Institute of Health Science, 

Daejeon, Korea – 2015
6. Kyrgyz-Uzbek University – 2015

Sam Pitroda 
appointed 
as Odisha 
Government’s 
Technical 
Advisor:
 
Sam Pitroda has 
been appointed 
Technical 
Advisor to the 

Odisha Government. He is a well-known telecom 
engineer and inventor. His appointment was 
announced by Odisha government. He will help 
provide the essential technological blueprint to 
write the IT story of Odisha. He was born in 
Titilagarh in Odisha.

Amitabh Kant 
Appointed NITI 
AAYOG CEO:
 
Senior IAS 
officer Amitabh 
Kant has been 
given additional 
charge as Chief 
Executive 

Officer (CEO) of National Institution for 
Transforming India (NITI) Aayog. Union 
Government had replaced erstwhile six decade 
old Planning Commission with a new institution 
named National Institution for Transforming 
India (NITI Aayog) on 1 January 2015. This 
new institution aims to serve as Think Tank 
of the Government. Noted Economist Arvind 
Panagariya was appointed Vice Chairman 
of the NITI Aayog. Economist Bibek Debroy 

5

Sam PitRoda

6

amitabh Kant
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and former DRDO chief V K Saraswat were 
appointed as full-time members.

Airtel appoints Rakesh Bharti 
Mittal non-executive director:
 
Bharti Airtel on Friday named 

Rakesh Bharti Mittal as non-executive director 
in place of Rajan Bharti Mittal. Both Rakesh and 
Rajan are vice-chairmen of Bharti Enterprises, 
of which Airtel is a group company.

Bharti Enterprises has interests in telecom, 
financial services, retail, manufacturing, and 
realty and agri business.

Airbus Group 
appoints 
Ashish Saraf as 
its VP:
 
Kicking off its 
‘Make In India’ 
plans including 
aircraft and 
helicopters, 
the Airbus 

Group has appointed Ashish Saraf as its vice 
president, Industry Development, Strategic 
Partnerships and Offsets. Mr Saraf, formerly 
with Tata Sikorsky, will pilot Airbus Group’s 
initiatives and conceive new ones for all the 
businesses under Airbus Group India, and aim 
to increase the company’s industrial footprint 
here. The Airbus Group is a global leader 
in aeronautics, space and related services 
comprising Airbus, Airbus Defence and Space, 
and Airbus Helicopters

7

8

aiRbuS gRouP

Ola appoints 
Raghuvesh 
Sarup as chief 
marketing 
officer:

 
Taxi aggregator 
Ola has 
appointed 
Raghuvesh 
Sarup as its 

chief marketing officer from February. Prior to 
this, Sarup was marketing director at Microsoft 
India. 
At Ola, Raghuvesh will lead marketing 
across the brand and P&L for all categories. 
Raghuvesh brings over 20 years of experience 
in marketing, sales and brand management 
across some of the world‘s most respected 
brands like Microsoft, Nokia, Yum! Brands 
(Pizza Hut) and Procter & Gamble.

He joins the company in February and will be 
part of Ola‘s core leadership team, focusing on 
building Ola as every Indian‘s most preferred 
mobility brand.

Tata Motors 
appoints 
Guenter 
Butschek as 
CEO & MD:
 
Tata Motors 
announced the 
appointment 
of ex-Airbus 
COO Guenter 

9

RaghuveSh SaRuP 

10

guenteR butScheK 
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Butschek as its Chief Executive Officer & 
Managing Director, two years after the death 
of its former MD Karl Slym. Butschek will lead 
all operations of Tata Motors in India and in 
international markets, including South Korea, 
Thailand, Indonesia and South Africa. Prior 
to Airbus, Butschek had worked at Daimler 
AG for more than 25 years in international 
automotive management, leading functions like 
production, industrialisation and procurement. 
The last role he held in the firm was President 
and Chief Executive Officer of Beijing Benz 
Automotive Co. Ltd, a joint venture between 
Daimler AG and Beijing Automotive Industrial 
Holding in Beijing, China.

Female Indian Rupa Devi Football 
referee qualified by FIFA:
 
G. Rupa Devi, a 26-year-old 

woman from Dindigul, has qualified to 
officiate international matches conducted 
by the Federation Internationale de Football 
Association (FIFA). G. Rupa Devi is the first 
woman from Tamil Nadu to qualify for such a 
position.

ICICI Bank 
appoints 
Vishakha 
Mulye as ED:

 
ICICI Bank 
has appointed 
Vishakha Mulye 
as Executive 
Director on its 
board effective 

January 19. She has worked in various 
capacities across ICICI Bank and its group 
companies as CFO of the bank between 2005 
and 2007, a board member of ICICI Lombard 
General Insurance between 2007 and 
2009, besides leading ICICI Venture Funds 
Management Company as MD & CEO since 
2009.

Amitabh 
Bachchan, 
Priyanka 
Chopra new 
ambassadors 
of Incredible 
India:
 
The newly 
appointed 
ambassadors of 

the government campaign “Incredible India” 
are Mr. Amitabh Bachchan and the talented 
Priyanka Chopra. The new appointment 
followed the scrimmage that the previous 
ambassador, Amir Khan, was a part of when 
he made some comments about the perceived 
intolerance of the country. He had been the 
ambassador of the campaign for over a decade. 
A number of multi-disciplinary icons, including 
famous sports personalities, were shortlisted 
by the tourism ministry to be the face of the 
‚Incredible India‘ campaign.

11

12

viShaKha mulYe 

13

amitabh bachchan
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Alice Vaidyan, 
new CMD of 
GIC Re:

 
Alice G Vaidyan 
has been 
appointed as the 
CMD of General 
Insurance 
Corporation 
of India (GIC 

Re), becoming the first woman to head the 
reinsurer. In the financial sector, banking is 
dominated by women CEOs with the largest 
banks in each sector headed by a woman. In 
the public sector, Arundhati Bhattacharya 
heads the SBI. Among private banks, Chanda 
Kochhar heads ICICI Bank and Zarin Daruwala 
heads Standard Chartered Bank.

RBI Governor 
Raghuram 
Rajan joins 
WEF task 
force:

 
Reserve Bank of 
India Governor 
Raghuram 
Rajan has 
joined a 

task force of the World Economic Forum 
(WEF) to study the future of global financial 
system, whose members include bankers 
and policymakers from across the world. The 
Geneva-based non-profit group WEF, which 
held its 46th Annual Meeting in Davos, said 
in a statement today that the high-profile task 

14

alice vaidYan

15

RaghuRam Rajan

force would focus on the inclusion of emerging 
market economies in the global financial 
system, technology-enabled innovation and the 
economic cost-benefit of post-crisis regulatory 
reforms. The private sector members of the 
task force include Citigroup CEO Michael 
Corbat, BlackRock chairman and CEO 
Laurence Fink, HSBC chairman Douglas Flint 
and Bank of America chief Brian Moynihan. 
They are joined by Carney and Rajan, along 
with Min Zhu, deputy managing director at 
the International Monetary Fund, and Liu 
Mingkang, distinguished research fellow in 
global economics and finance at Chinese 
University of Hong Kong.

Toyota world‘s 
biggest 
automaker:

 
Forbes released 
its annual 
analysis of 
automakers 
in the world, 
placing Toyota 
in the first 

position, followed by Volkswagen, lagging 
behind Toyota by nearly 200,000 units. 
General Motors is believed to come in third. 

This after both Toyota and Volkswagen 
published their November group level global 
production and sales data. General Motors 
publishes only quarterly data, its November 
performance was estimated.

16

toYota 
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Bill gates 
richest man in 
the world:
 
A fresh list of 
the wealthiest 
people in the 
world is out, 
and Bill Gates, 
Microsoft co-
founder and one 

the richest people in human history, once again 
comes out on top, with a net worth of $87.4 
billion. Wealth-X, a wealth-tracking website, 
provided Business Insider with its newest 
figures on the assets of the ultra-rich. Wealth-X 
collects information on more than 110,000 
ultra-high-net-worth people, according to BI, 
tracking each person’s assets and adjusting 
“to account for currency-exchange rates, local 
taxes, savings rates, investment performance, 
and other factors.”

Gates surpassed the second place finisher, 
Spain’s Amancio Ortega, by more than $20 
billion. Ortega, founding chairman of clothing 
retailer Inditex, is pegged at a net worth of 
$66.8 billion. Alice Walton, Walmart heiress, 
is the wealthiest woman, ranking #15 overall 
with a net worth of $33.2 billion.

IPS Aparna Kumar scales highest 
peak of Antarctica:

UP IPS officer Aparna Kumar has 
become the country’s first civil servant to scale 
the 17,000-feet-high Mount Vinson Massif the 
highest peak in Antarctic on 17 January 2016.

Former Aus 
MP runs from 
Kanyakumari 
to Srinagar:
 
Former Austr-
alian MP and 
ultra-long 
distance runner 
Pat Farmer 

today set off on a 4,600 km marathon run of the 
country, during which he will promote bilateral 
ties besides aiding a charity for education of 
the girl child. The start here coincided with the 
Indian Republic Day and the Australia Day. He 
ran from the North to the South Pole in 2011-12 
and raised more than A$100,000 for Red Cross 
International‘s clean water programmes while 
in 2014, he ran more than 1,300 km in two 
weeks through the Middle East to raise money 
and create awareness for peace initiatives in 
the region. Corporates supporting the runner 
include The Adani Group and Mahindra and 
Mahindra, besides national carrier Air India.

Leslie Berland 
appointed as 
CMO of Twitter 
Inc:

 
Micro blogging 
site Twitter has 
appointed Leslie 
Berland as its 
Chief Marketing 
Officer (CMO) of 

the company. Prior to this appointment, she 

17

bill gateS

18

20

leSlie beRland

19

auS mP
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was working at American Express (AmEx) as 
executive vice-president of global advertising, 
marketing and digital partnerships. She had 
joined AmEx in 2005 and had overseen its 
advertising, sponsorships, media, content and 
brand identity.

J. S. Deepak 
new Telecom 
Secretary:

 
J. S. Deepak has 
been appointed 
the Secretary of 
the Department 
of Telecomm-
unications, 

an official statement said in Delhi on Friday. 
He will replace Rakesh Garg, who has been 
moved to Minority Affairs Ministry. Mr. 
Deepak is currently Secretary, Department 
of Electronics and Information Technology. 
The Appointments Committee of Cabinet also 
appointed Dr. Krishan Kumar Jalan, a 1982 
batch IAS Haryana cadre, as Secretary, Ministry 
of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises. Mr 
Jalan is currently serving as Central Provident 
Fund Commissioner at Employees‘ Provident 
Fund Organization, Ministry of Labour and 
Employment.

Gurdeep Singh 
appointed as 
CMD of NTPC:
 
Gurdeep Singh, 
managing 
director of 
Gujarat State 
Electricity 
Corporation 
Limited (GSEC), 

has been appointed as chairman and managing 
director of central PSU National Thermal Power 
Corporation (NTPC).

NTPC Limited (previously known as National 
Thermal Power Corporation Limited) is an Indian 
Central Public Sector Undertaking (CPSU) 
under the Ministry of Power, Government of 
India, engaged in the business of generation of 
electricity and allied activities. It is a company 
incorporated under the Companies Act 1956 
and a „Government Company“ within the 
meaning of the act. The headquarters of the 
company is situated at New Delhi.

KK Jalan, 
new MSME 
Secretary:

 
The government 
has transferred 
Central 
Provident Fund 
Commissioner 
KK Jalan as 
Secretary, 

Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 
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Enterprises (MSME). 

Shobhana K Pattanayak, a 1982 Karnataka 
cadre officer, has been appointed as Secretary, 
Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and 
Farmers Welfare, following the retirement of 
Siraj Hussain, a 1979 batch Uttar Pradesh 
cadre officer.

Avinash K Srivastava, (UP-1982), at present 
Special Secretary, Department of Agriculture, 
will now be Secretary, Ministry of Food 
Processing Industries, following the retirement 
of Ranglal Jamuda (Odisha-1981).

Vinod Agrawal, (Jharkhand-1980), at present 
Secretary, National Commission for Scheduled 
Castes, will take over as Secretary, Department 
of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, 
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, 
following the retirement of Lov Verma, (Uttar 
Pradesh-1978).
 
Shyam S Agarwal, (Rajasthan-1980), Secretary, 
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes, 
will be the new Secretary, Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs.

Dr. Kamlesh 
Kumar Pandey 
appointed 
as Chief 
Commissioner 
for Persons with 
Disabilities:

 
Union 
Government 

has appointed Dr. Kamlesh Kumar Pandey 
as the Chief Commissioner for Persons 
with Disabilities (CCPD) for a period of 
three years. The CCPD is appointed by the 
Central Government from persons having 
special knowledge or practical experience in 
matters relating to rehabilitation of Persons 
with Disabilities. Office of CCPD is statutory 
government agency functioning under the 
aegis of Union Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment.
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Singer Adnan 
Sami becomes 
Indian citizen
 
Famous bolly-
wood singer 
Adnan Sami 
got Indian 
Citizenship.

He is a Pakistan born singer.
The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2015
 
The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2015 was 
introduced in Lok Sabha by the Minister of 
State, 
 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Mr. Haribhai 
Partibhai Chaudhary on February 27, 2015.  
The Bill amends the Citizenship Act, 1955.
 
The Citizenship Act, 1955 regulates the 
acquisition and determination of citizenship 
after commencement of the Constitution.  It 
provides for citizenship by birth, descent, 
registration, naturalisation and by 
incorporation of territory.  In addition, it 
provides for renunciation and termination of 
citizenship under certain circumstances.  It 
also contains provisions regarding registration 
of Overseas Citizens of India and their rights.

Citizenship by registration and naturalisation: 

The Act allows a person to apply for citizenship 
by registration or naturalisation if they fulfill 
certain qualifications.  For example, a person 
may apply for citizenship by registration if they 
or their parents were earlier citizens of India, 
and if they resided in India for one year before 
applying for registration.  Similarly, a person 
may apply for a certificate of naturalisation 
if they have resided in India or have served a 
government in India for a period of 12 months 
immediately preceding the date of application.  
The Bill allows the central government to relax 
the requirement of 12 months stay or service if 
special circumstances exist.  Relaxation up to 
30 days may be permitted.

Overseas Citizen of India cardholders: The Act 
outlines certain qualifications for registering 
a person as an Overseas Citizen of India. 
The Bill provides certain additional grounds 
for registering for an Overseas Citizen of 
India card. These are: (i) a minor child whose 
parent(s) are Indian citizens; or (ii) spouse of 
foreign origin of an Indian citizen or spouse of 
foreign origin of an Overseas Citizen of India 
cardholder subject to certain conditions; 
or (iii) great-grandchild of a person who is a 
citizen of another country, but who meets one 
of several conditions (for example, the great-
grandparent must be a citizen of India at the 
time of commencement of the Constitution or 
any time afterwards). An Overseas Citizen of 
India is entitled to some benefits such as a 
multiple-entry, multi-purpose life-long visa to 
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visit India.
The Act also provides that any person who is/
has been a citizen of Pakistan or Bangladesh 
or any other country which is notified by the 
central government will be ineligible to apply 
for Overseas Citizenship of India. The Bill 
extends this provision to cover persons whose 
parents/grandparents/great-grandparents 
were citizens of any of the above countries.

The Bill also introduces a new provision which 
allows the central government to register 
a person as an Overseas Citizen of India 
cardholder even if s/he does not satisfy any of 
the listed qualifications.  This is permissible if 
special circumstances exist.

Merger of Overseas Citizen of India and Persons 
of Indian Origin schemes: Currently, the 
central government provides for two schemes 
for Indian origin persons, and their families, the 
Persons of Indian Origin card and the Overseas 
Citizen of India card.  Persons of Indian Origin 
enjoy fewer benefits than Overseas Citizens 
of India.  For example, they are entitled to 
visa free entry into India for 15 years, while 
Overseas Citizens of India are provided a life-
long visa.  The Bill provides that the central 
government may notify that Persons of Indian 
Origin cardholders shall be considered to be 
Overseas Citizen of India cardholders from a 
specified date. 

Renunciation and cancellation of overseas 
citizenship: The Act provides that where a 
person renounces their overseas citizenship, 
their minor child shall also cease to be an 
Overseas Citizen of India.  The Bill extends this 

provision to cover spouses of Overseas Citizen 
of India cardholders.  The Bill also allows the 
central government to cancel the Overseas 
Citizenship of India card where it is obtained 
by the spouse of an Indian citizen or Overseas 
Citizen of India cardholder, if: (i) the marriage 
is dissolved by a court, or (ii) the spouse enters 
into another marriage even while the first 
marriage has not been dissolved.

Health Ministry 
issues Draft 
Guidelines for 
Kidney Donors:

 
The National 
Organ and 
Tissue 
Transplant 
Organisation 

(NOTTO) under the Ministry of Health & 
Family Welfare has issued draft guidelines for 
Allocation Criteria for Deceased Donor Kidney 
Transplant.
 
Aim:  to encourage organ donation among 
the masses easing rules and procedures of 
donation.

The draft guidelines include issues such as:
1. Recipient registration, listing and 

scoring system in the waiting list.
2. Scoring system for making priority.
3. Allocation principles.
4. Allocation algorithm, including criteria 

for urgent listing.
5. Inter-State issues.
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Organ Donation Status in India
Almost 1.5 lakh people in India need a kidney; 
however, only 3000 of them receive one.

Only 1 out of 30 people who need a kidney 
receive one.

90% of people in the waiting list die without 
getting an organ.

India’s annual liver transplant requirement is 
25,000, but we manage only about 800.

70% liver transplants are taken care of by a 
live donor, but 30% are dependent on cadaver 
donations.

Key Reasons for Shortage of Organ donors in 
India

1. Ignorance and Lack of Knowledge about 
Organ Donation

2. Registering One’s Wish to Donate
 A major reason for the shortage of organs 

is that many people have not recorded 
their wish about organ donation or 
discussed it with their families.

3. Myths and Beliefs
 Myths and misconceptions about organ 

donation discourage potential donors 
from making the decision to donate 
organs or tissue after death.

World Kidney Day:
World Kidney Day aims to raise awareness of 
the importance of our kidneys to our overall 
health and to reduce the frequency and impact 

of kidney disease and its associated health 
problems worldwide.

World Kidney Day started in 2006 and has not 
stopped growing ever since. Every year, the 
campaign highlights a particular theme.

2015 Kidney Health for All.
2014 Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) and aging.
2013 Kidneys for Life – Stop Kidney Attack!
2012 Donate – Kidneys for Life – Receive
2011 Protect your kidneys: Save your heart
2010 Protect your kidneys: Control diabetes
2009 Protect your kidneys: Keep your pressure 
down
2008 Your amazing kidneys!
2007 CKD: Common, harmful and treatable.
2006 Are your kidneys OK?

Nitin Gadkari 
inaugurates 
Capital 
Dredging of 
Navigational 
Channel at 
Mormugaon 
Port:

 
Union Minister 

for Road Transport &Highways and Shipping, 
Shri Nitin Gadkari inaugurated Capital 
Dredging of Navigational Channel at Cruise 
Berth at Mormugaon Port in Goa.

Mormugao is going to be the first port in the 
country with a draft of 19.5 metres.

On completion of dredging of the navigational 
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channel, a 1,85,000 tonne vessel will be able to 
embark in the port. 

With this, the economy of the state will get a 
major thrust.

Dredging:
Dredging is an excavation activity usually 
carried out underwater, in shallow seas or 
freshwater areas with the purpose of gathering 
up bottom sediments and disposing of them at 
a different location.
 
Uses:
1. Capital: dredging carried out to create 

a new harbor, berth or waterway, or 
to deepen existing facilities in order 
to allow larger ships access. Because 
capital works usually involve hard 
material or high-volume works.

2. Preparatory: work and excavation for 
future bridges, piers or docks/wharves, 
often connected with foundation work.

3. Maintenance: dredging to deepen 
or maintain navigable waterways or 
channels which are threatened to 
become silted with the passage of time, 
due to sedimented sand and mud, 
possibly making them too shallow for 
navigation.

4. Land reclamation: dredging to mine 
sand, clay or rock from the seabed and 
using it to construct new land elsewhere. 

5. Beach nourishment: mining sand 

offshore and placing on a beach to 
replace sand eroded by storms or wave 
action. This is done to enhance the 
recreational and protective function of 
the beaches, which can be eroded by 
human activity or by storms. 

6. Harvesting materials: dredging sediment 
for elements like gold, diamonds or 
other valuable trace substances.

7. Seabed mining: a possible future use, 
recovering natural metal ore nodules 
from the sea‘s abyssal plains.

8. Construction materials: dredging sand 
and gravels from offshore licensed 
areas for use in construction industry, 
principally for use in concrete. 

9. Anti-eutrophication: Dredging is an 
expensive option for the remediation 
of eutrophied (or de-oxygenated) water 
bodies.

10. Contaminant remediation: to reclaim 
areas affected by chemical spills, storm 
water surges (with urban runoff), and 
other soil contaminations. Disposal 
becomes a proportionally large factor in 
these operations.

11. Removing trash and debris: often done 
in combination with maintenance 
dredging, this process removes non-
natural matter from the bottoms of 
rivers and canals and harbors.

12. Flood prevention: this can help to 
increase channel depth and therefore 
increase a channel‘s capacity for 
carrying water.
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Inauguration of 
International 
Conference on 
Frontiers in 
Yoga Research 
and its 
Applications:

 
 Prime Minister 

inaugurated the 
International 

Conference on Frontiers in Yoga Research 
and its Applications. The conference has been 
organized at Jigani, Bengaluru.

Medical professionals, Practitioners of Indian 
medicine (AYUSH),Yoga researchers and yoga 
therapists, Wellness and health industry 
persons and Policy makers participated in it.

Theme of the conference: Integrating Best of 
East with Best of West in Medical Practice.

This theme addresses the urgent need 
for collaborative actions involving health 
professionals from conventional medicine 
and traditional medicine, policymakers, 
government organizations and Industries to 
deliver the best health care to public.

Objectives of the conference:
1. To disseminate the research findings in 

the field of integrative medicine and give 
directions to future research.

2. To translate the available research 
findings of integrative medicine into 
clinical practice.

3. To establish working groups comprising 

universities, health care providers and 
policy makers to initiate collaborative 
research programs.

4. To deliver cost effective mass health care 
means to address common ailments at 
urban and rural the primary health care 
level.

5. To have discussions on reforms in 
policies related to integrated health care 
system.

Importance of Yoga:
Yoga is universal in character for practice and 
application irrespective of culture, nationality, 
race, caste, creed, sex, age and physical 
condition.

Yoga advocate certain restraints and 
observances, physical discipline, breath 
regulations, restraining the sense organs, 
contemplation, meditation and samadhi.

Yoga has the potential for improvement of 
physical health by enhancing circulation of 
oxygenated blood in the body, retraining the 
sense organs thereby inducing tranquility and 
serenity of mind.

The practice of Yoga prevents psychosomatic 
disorders and improves an individual’s 
resistance and ability to endure stressful 
situations.
 
Founder of Yoga:
Maharishi Patanjali is the ‘father of Yoga’ 
who compiled 195 Yoga Sutras that became 
the foundation of Yoga philosophy. The 
commentary on these sutras is called Bhasya. 
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The core essence of Patanjali is the eightfold 
path of Yoga (Ashtanga Yoga) that focusses 
upon healthy living through Yoga.

International Day of Yoga:
International Day of Yoga is the evidence of 
recognisation of yoga on the international 
platform.

On 21st June, the world celebrated the very 
first Yoga day.

Mumbai, Delhi 
in world’s 
top-30 ‘super 
cities’

 
 In the top-30 list 

of the world’s 
most powerful, 
productive 
and connected 
cities, Delhi and 

Mumbai find a place. As per a survey conducted 
by international real estate consultancy JLL. 
Delhi has secured the 24th place while Mumbai 
is 2 places higher at the 22nd position.

Top 4 cities (Super Cities):
1. Tokyo
2. New York
3. London
4. Paris

Along with the super cities rank, Mumbai 
is also the holder of a rank in the Top-10 
improvers.Top-10 improvers are cities whose 
scores in the index of commercial attraction 
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have improved the most over the past year.

These Top-30 global cities account for 64% 
of the total cross-border investment into the 
‘Global 300’. Global 300 is an expanded index 
of the cities in terms of their “commercial 
attraction” or economic and real estate power 
and status.

MP bans 
commercial 
vehicles older 
than 15 years.
 
MP government 
has put a ban 
on commercial 
vehicles which 
are older 
than 15years.

They will not issue new permits and fitness 
certificates to these vehicles. Search Operation 
will soon be started by the traffic department.

Aim: to reduce the air pollution.
Programmes of the MoEF related to prevention 
and control of pollution are:
1. Environmental Statement (as part of 

Environmental Audit)
2. Environmental Statistics and Mapping
3. Development and Promotion of Cleaner 

Technologies
4. Adoption of Cleaner Technologies in 

Small Scale Industries
5. Waste Minimizing
6. Programme for improvement of Quality 

of Automotive Fuels (Motor Gasoline and 
Diesel) for reducing Vehicular Pollution.
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7. Mission on Control of Vehicular 
Pollution from On-Road Vehicles

8. Noise Pollution
9. Environmental Epidemiological Studies
10. Development of Standards
11. Eco Labelling

Government 
forms panel 
to study wage 
structure of 
Gramin Dak 
Sevaks:

 
One-man 
com-mittee is 
constituted by 
government 

to examine the wage structure and service 
conditions of gramin dak sevaks. Kamlesh 
Chandra constituted a board with the help of 
TQ Mohammad.

Focus areas:
The committee will examin:
1. The system of branch post offices and 

engagement conditions.
2. Existing structure of wage and 

emoluments paid to gramin sevaks.
3. Existing facilities, the service discharge 

benefit scheme and other social security 
benefits of gramin dak sevaks.

4. method of engagement, minimum 
qualification for engagement for gramin 
dak sevaks and their conduct and 
disciplinary rules, particularly keeping 
in view the proposed induction of 
technology in rural post offices.

7
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All these areas will be criticaly examine by the 
commitee members and recommendations will 
be given accordingly.

Gramin Dak Sevak:
They are the postal extra-departmental 
employees. They are recruited by the postal 
department to serve in rural areas.

Gram Sevak:
Gram Sevak represent the voice and opinion 
of the village people on behalf of the Gram 
Panchayat to the Taluka and Zilla level by 
attending the meetings or sending the official 
records. Sarpanch and its members also 
perform the same function.

India Nepal 
resume bus 
services after 
27 years:

 
India-Nepal bus 
service resumed 
from 4th 
January, 2016 
after the gap of 
27 years.

The service was suspended due to the signing 
of Indo-Nepal Trade and Transit Treaty.
 
Benefits:
1. It will heal up gap between India-

Nepal which was developed due to the 
blockade at the border.

2. It tends to increase the ties between 
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people of both the countries.
3. It will support the trade and tourism.
4. It will generate the reveues from 

Tanakpur depot which is also considered 
one of the major sources of funds for 
Uttarakhand Parivahan Nigam.

Route of the Bus:
It will run runs between Kanchanpur in Nepal 
close to Banbasa border in Champavat district 
of Uttarakhand and Anand Vihar in Delhi.
Nepal Districts covered under this bus 
service- Kanchanpur district, Dandel Dhura, 
Voti, Sapen, Acham, Kalali, Jagbuddha and 
Siddhartha Nagar.

Trade and Commerce Relation between India 
and Nepal.

Exports:
Readymade garments are Nepal’s topmost 
export items to overseas countries, followed 
by woollen carpets and pashmina products. 
Other traditional export items to overseas 
countries are hides and skin, lentils, metal 
and wooden handicrafts, agro- and forest-
based primary and secondary goods, leather, 
raw jute, large cardamom, ginger, tea and 
medicinal herbs. Coffee, honey, terry towels, 
micro transformers, blankets and buttons are 
emerging as new export items.

Imports:
Over the years, Nepalese imports have increased 
substantially and undergone major structural 
changes. The major import items include 
petroleum products, machinery and spare 
parts, transport equipment, pharmaceuticals, 

textiles, chemicals, electrical goods, vehicles 
and spare parts, medicines and medicinal 
equipment, raw wool, betel nuts, aircraft and 
spares parts, raw silk, threads, fertilizers, 
telecommunication equipment, etc.

Treaty of Trade:
Under this treaty, India provides, on a non-
reciprocal basis, duty free access into the Indian 
market for all Nepalese-manufactured articles 
barring a short negative list (cigarettes, alcohol 
and cosmetics), subject to the conditions, since 
March 2002.

India-Nepal Treaty of Transit:
For bilateral trade, 22 entry/exit points are 
provided along the Indo- Nepal border. The 
Transit Treaty was last renewed in March 
2006.

Bio-CNG plant 
inaugurated in 
Mahindra:
 
Bio-CNG 
plant was 
inaugurated in 
Mahindra, near 
Chennai. The 
CNG generated 
from this plant 

will help in running of vehicles of Mahindra 
World City.

Output/Day of the plant:
This will convert 8 tons of food and kitchen 
waste generated every day at the MWC into 
1,000 cubic meter of raw biogas. Further, the 
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raw bio gas can yield 400 kg per day of purified 
CNG-grade fuel which is equivalent to a 200 
kW power plant. As a by-product, four tons of 
organic fertilizer will be produced per day.

Developers:
Mahindra Research Valley (MRV) and Mahindra 
World City Developers Limited (MWCDL).
 
Consumption of the gas:
1. The biogas will be used for generating 

power and fuelling CNG buses and 
tractors of the city.

2. The power generated will be used for 
street lighting, buses for free shuttle 
service and tractor for cultivation.

Benefits of BioCNG™ vehicle fuel:
1. Approximately half the cost of gasoline 

and diesel and less than other types of 
CNG fuel.

2. Vehicle performance is similar to that of 
gasoline, diesel and NG fuels.

3. The “greenest” vehicle fuel, resulting in 
significant carbon footprint reduction.

4. Replacing a typical older vehicle with 
a new NGV vehicle reduces exhaust 
emissions:

Carbon monoxide (CO) reduced by 70-90 
percent.

Non-methane organic gas (NMOG) reduced by 
50-75 percent.

Nitrogen oxides (NOx) reduced by 75-95 
percent.

Carbon dioxide (CO2) reduced by 20-30 
percent.
5. Replacing petroleum – a national 

priority.

‘Amma seeds’ 
scheme for 
farmers of 
Tamilnadu:
 
Chief Minister 
J. Jayalalithaa 
has launched 
the scheme 
‘Amma Seeds’.
 

Motive:  to encourage farmers to use certified 
seeds.

Aim: to provide quality seeds.
Nodal Agency: Tamil Nadu State Seeds 
Development Agency
Outlet: Amma Service Centres
Earlier Welfare Schemes
1. Amma Canteens 
 It provides subsidised food.
2. Amma Mineral Water
3. Scheme implemented in Chennai and 
 Coimbatore 
 
Under this scheme kits have been provided 
with necessary ingredients to people to try out 
vegetable farming in urban environment.
 
4. Under agriculture department 

initiatives, a series of buildings have 
been inaugurated including dry and 
cold storage facilities.
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Start up India Campaign:
Union Government is all set to 
launch India Campaign on Jaunary 
16.

 
Aim: to encourage start-up companies and 
entrepreneurs.

Over 40 CEOs and Venture Capitalists from 
the Silicon Valley are expected to attend the 
day long workshop at Vigyan Bhavan in Delhi  
with Capitalists more than 2000 start ups 
and venture capitalists from across India are 
expected to participate at the event.

Cabinet 
approves 
Stand UP India 
Scheme: 

 
Union Gov-
ernment 
approved the 
“Stand up 
India Scheme”. 
It is under 

Department of Financial Services.

Aim: to promote entrepreneurship among SC/
ST and Women entrepreneurs.
 
Objectives:
1. Re-finance window through Small 

Industries Development Bank of India 
(SIDBI) with an initial amount of Rs. 
10,000 crore. 

2. Creation of a credit guarantee 
mechanism through the National Credit 

11 Guarantee Trustee Company (NCGTC). 
3. Handholding support for borrowers 

both at the pre loan stage and during 
operations. This would include increasing 
their familiarity with factoring services, 
registration with online platforms and 
e-market places as well as sessions on 
best practices and problem solving.  

Features:
1. Focus is on handholding support for 

both SC/ST and Women borrowers. 
2. The overall intent of the approval is 

to leverage the institutional credit 
structure to reach out to these under-
served sectors of the population by 
facilitating bank loans repayable up to 
7 years and between Rs. 10 lakh to Rs. 
100 lakh for greenfield enterprises in 
the non farm sector set up by such SC, 
ST and Women borrowers. 

3. The loan under the scheme would be 
appropriately secured and backed by 
a credit guarantee through a credit 
guarantee scheme for which Department 
of Financial Services would be the settler 
and National Credit Guarantee Trustee 
Company Ltd. (NCGTC) would be the 
operating agency. 

4. Margin money of the composite loan 
would be up to 25%. Convergence with 
state schemes is expected to reduce the 
actual requirement of margin money for 
a number of borrowers. Over a period of 
time, it is proposed that a credit history 
of the borrower be built up through 
Credit Bureaus.
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6 pack band 
India‘s First 
Transgender 
Band: 
 
India’s first 
transgender 
band, has 
released its debut 
single “Hum hain 
happy” along 

with its music video. The band was launched 
by Yash Raj Films’s youth films wing Y-Films 
in association with Brooke Bond Red Label. 
Through this, they want to spread the message 
that all living beings should be treated with the 
same respect and dignity. Also, according to 
them, where words fail, music speaks.

Trans-genders:
Transgender people are individuals of any 
age or sex whose appearance, personal 
characteristics, or behaviors differ from 
stereotypes about how men and women are 
‘supposed’ to be. 

Problems faced by transgender
1. Discrimination, 
2. Unemployment, 
3. Lack of educational facilities, 
4. Homelessness, 
5. Lack of medical facilities
6. Neglected in inheritance of property or 

adoption of a child.

Judgements of Supreme Court in favour of 
Transgender:
1.  Legal Recognition for Third Gender

13
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2. Legal Recognition for people transitioning 
within male/female binary

3. Centre and State Governmentshave 
been asked to take steps to create 
public awareness so that Transgender 
people will feel that they are also part 
and parcel of the social life and not be 
treated as untouchables.

4. Centre and State Governments have 
been directed to take proper measures 
to provide medical care to Transgender 
people in the hospitals and also provide 
to them separate public toilets and other 
facilities.

Mehbooba as next CM of J&K, 
First woman CM:

Mehbooba Mufti, current PDP President is set 
to become the first woman Chief Minister of 
Jammu and Kashmir. This decision came after 
the death of Mufti Mohammad Sayeed. Mufti 
 
Mohammad Sayeed was acting as the CM of 
Jammu and Kashmir. He was also the father 
of Mehbooba.
 
Ms. Mehbooba is currently member of Lok 
Sabha, representing Anantnag Constituency 
of Kashmir.
 
In 2004, Ms. Mehbooba contested and won her 
first Lok Sabha election from Anantnag.

Ms. Mehbooba has never lost an election from 
South Kashmir so far.

Jammu and Kashmir Peoples Democratic 
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Party:

It is a state political party in Jammu and 
Kashmir, India.

It was founded in 1999. 
Its ideology is Self-rule in Jammu & Kashmir.

The party is currently running a coalition 
government in J&K with the Bharatiya Janata 
Party-led National Democratic Alliance.

Crop insurance 
scheme.

 
 The NDA govern-

ment‘s flagship 
crop insurance 
scheme-the 
Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Beema 
Yojna which is 
aimed to be a 

major policy outreach towards farmers got the 
green signal from the Union cabinet today. The 
most crucial element of the scheme is that it 
will bring down the rate of premium to be paid 
by farmers to a maximum of 2% of the sum 
insured. The rest will be paid by the state and 
the central government. Currently, farmers 
have to pay a premium ranging from 4 to 15 
per cent to insure crops.
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e- initiative for 
LPG consumers: 

 
The Ministry of 
Petroleum and 
Natural Gas 
has launched 
an online 
initiative to seek 
suggestions from 
LPG consumers 

across the country, which will help in providing 
efficient and friendly service. Two online 
discussion forums - Citizen-Friendly Services 
and Increasing LPG Coverage in the Country 
- have been launched and are available on 
myGov.in and mylpg.in.

‘Laman Diva’ is 
Make in India 
Week logo:

 
Maharashtra 
Chief Minister 
Devendra 
Fadnavis unveiled 
“Laman Diva” as 
the logo of the 
first Make in India 

(MII) Week scheduled to be held in Mumbai 
between February 13 and 18, which will be 
inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
The Laman Diva or Nanda Deep has great 
relevance in Indian culture as it symbolizes 
auspicious beginning, peace, prosperity, 
growth.

16

lPg conSumeRS

17

‘laman diva



ISSUE 1, JANAUARY 2016

35

This is also the logo of Maharashtra Industrial 
Development Corporation. The only added 
elements are the cogs and parts of the Make 
in India Lion logo to signify the manufacturing 
potential of Maharashtra.

Sabrimala 
temples cannot 
ban entry of 
women: Supreme 
Court
   
Women cannot 
be banned from 
the famous 
Sabarimala 
temple in Kerala, 

the Supreme Court said today, though it has 
not delivered a verdict yet on one of the most 
contentious features of the famous temple, 
which claims that women who menstruate 
are impure and must not be given access to 
the hilltop shrine. Women between the age 
of 10 and 50 are banned from entering the 
ancient temple dedicated to Lord Ayyappa. The 
rule, introduced by the powerful Travancore 
Devasom Board that maintains the temple, 
must be over-turned, a group of women 
lawyers have contended in their appeal to the 
top court.

SC stays Centre’s notification on 
Jallikattu:
 

The Supreme Court stayed the Centre‘s 
decision permitting bull-fighting, or Jallikattu, 
a traditional sport in Tamil Nadu that animal 
rights activists term as inhuman and cruel. 
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Jallikattu is a bull taming sport played in Tamil 
Nadu on Mattu Pongal day as a part of Pongal 
celebrations i.e. harvest festival. It is one of the 
oldest living ancient tradition practiced in the 
modern era.

This decision was taken by a SC bench 
comprising justices Dipak Misra and N V 
Ramana on petitions filed by various bodies 
including Animal Welfare Board of India 
(AWBI) seeking striking down of the MoEF’s 
notification. The ban was imposed by SC as it 
violated provisions of The Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act, 1960; fundamental duty Article 
51A (g): compassion towards animal; Article 21 
(Right to Life), which prohibits any disturbance 
to the environment, including animals as it is 
considered essential for human life.

Cabinet aspp-
roves Health 
care MoU with 
Maldives:
 
The Union 
Cabinet has given 
its approval for 
the Memorandum 
of Understanding 
(MoU) between 

India and Maldives on cooperation in the field 
of Health. The MoU was signed in January, 
2014 for facilitating greater cooperation 
between both the nations and to develop 
human resources in healthcare. Enhanced 
cooperation in the field of health will also foster 
great friendship and relations between the two 
South Asian countries.
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MoU covers cooperation in: 
Development of human resources in healthcare 
and setting up of health care facilities. 

Exchange and training of medical doctors, 
health professionals, officials and experts.
 
Medical and health research development 
along with management of healthcare sector 
and public health services. 
 
Procurement of essential and generic drugs 
and assistance in sourcing of drug supplies. 
 
Health promotion and disease prevention.

Ranchi to hoist 
world‘s Largest 
Tricolor:
 
Jharkhand is set 
to get the world’s 
largest Tricolour 
flying atop the 
country’s tallest 
flagpole at the 
Pahari temple 

in Ranchi, beating a record held by a flag in 
Haryana’s Faridabad by several feet. Standing 
tall at 293 feet, and measuring 99 by 66 feet, 
the Ranchi Tricolour will be the tallest tricolor 
in the world.

About Indian National Flag:
The National Flag of India is a horizontal 
rectangular tricolour of deep saffron, white 
and India green; with the Ashoka Chakra, a 
24-spoke wheel, in navy blue at its centre. 
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It was adopted in its present form during a 
meeting of the Constituent Assembly held on 
22 July 1947, when it became the official flag 
of the Republic of India. The flag is based on 
the Swaraj flag, a flag of the Indian National 
Congress designed by Pingali Venkayya.

Sikkim becomes 
India‘s first fully 
Organic state:

 
Sikkim has 
become India’s 
first fully 
organic state by 
implementing 
organic practices 
on around 

75,000 hectares of agricultural land. round 
75,000 hectares of agricultural land was 
gradually converted to certified organic land by 
implementing organic practices and principles 
as per guidelines laid down in National 
Programme for Organic Production.

It was 12 years ago in 2003 when the Pawan 
Chamling-led government decided to make 
Sikkim an organic farming state through a 
declaration in the legislative assembly.

Later the entry of chemical inputs for farmland 
was restricted and their sale banned. Farmers 
therefore had no option but to go organic.

Organic cultivation is free of chemical pesticides 
and chemical fertilisers as it tries to strike a 
harmonious balance with a complex series of 
ecosystems.
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In the long term, organic farming leads in 
subsistence of agriculture, bio-diversity 
conservation and environmental protection.

Second Liquid 
Chemical Berth 
inaugurates by 
Govt of India:
 
Union Shipping 
Minister Nitin 
Gadkari on 13 
January 2016 
inaugurated 
Mumbai Port 

Trust’s second liquid chemical berth at Pir Pau, 
Mumbai. With commissioning of this berth, 
the cargo handling capacity of the Port will 
increase by 2.5 MMT (Million Metric Tonnes) 
per annum. 

About Second Liquid Chemical Berth:
The project is built at an expense of 127 crore 
rupees.

It is designed to handle 55000 DWT (deadweight 
tonnes) vessels carrying liquid bulk chemicals 
and POL products, which can be upgraded to 
65000 DWT in future. 

The safety standards provided at this facility 
are conforming to the Oil Industry Safety 
Directorate (OISD) norms.

The berth that will result in substantial 
reduction of cost for importers with faster 
turnaround of ships carrying big parcel size 
was developed under the Sagarmala initiative. 
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Earlier in the day Gadkari opened the new 
bridge across River Thirumalairajanar in 
Karaikal. The bridge replaced the 160 year 
old bridge built during French regime. He also 
inaugurated the construction of approach road 
for the road over bridge at Arumparthapuram 
in Puducherry.

SBI opens first 
branch in South 
Korea:

 
Mumbai, Jan 13 
(PTI) Country’s 
largest lender 
State Bank of 
India (SBI) today 
said it has opened 
its first branch in 

South Korea.

The Seoul branch is expected to play an 
important role in strengthening economic 
partnership between the two nations, the 
banks Managing Director B Sriram said in a 
statement.

With over 135 branches across many 
geographies, SBI has the largest presence in 
foreign markets among domestic banks.

The branch will offer a range of services to 
corporates in trade finance, bilateral and 
syndicated loans and corporate deposits etc, 
apart from retail banking.

SBIs decision to open a branch in Seoul 
follows from the continuous and significant 
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increase in trade following the Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement, which was 
signed between New Delhi and Seoul in 2009.

Govt. launches 
four mobile 
health services:
 
To strengthen 
the public health 
infrastructure 
and enhance 
access in a cost 
effective manner, 
the government 

has launched four new mobile health services.
a. Kilkari
b. Mobile Academy
c. M-Cessation
d. TB Missed Call initiative

These initiatives are part of the Government’s 
Digital India program, aimed at leveraging 
India’s expanding mobile phone penetration.

Kilkari:
Kilkari, which means ‘a baby’s gurgle’, delivers 
free, weekly, time-appropriate 72 audio 
messages about pregnancy, child birth and 
child care directly to families’ mobile phones 
from the second trimester of pregnancy until 
the child is one year old. Kilkari is being 
launched in Jharkhand, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand and High Priority Districts (HPDs) 
of Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan in the first 
phase. 
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Mobile Academy:
Mobile Academy is a free audio training course 
designed to expand and refresh the knowledge 
base of Accredited Social Health Activists 
(ASHAs) and improve their communication 
skills. Mobile Academy offers ASHAs a 
training opportunity via their mobile phones 
and provides them the flexibility they need to 
learn at their own pace and at times they find 
convenient. Mobile Academy is being launched 
in Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan 
and Uttarakhand.

M-Cessation:
M-Cessation aims at reaching out to those 
willing to quit tobacco use and support them 
towards successful quitting through text 
messages sent via mobile phones. When offered 
along with traditional services, M-Cessation has 
been found to be cost-effective in comparison 
to traditional options for cessation support. 
This is first time in the world that such a two 
way service is being provided as part of any 
mHealth initiative.

TB Missed Call Initiative:
Under TB Missed Call initiative, a helpline with 
a toll free number will provide information, 
counselling and treatment support services for 
TB. Under this campaign the callers can give 
a missed call or call for free to get information 
related to TB symptoms, treatment services 
available, address and contact details of the 
nearest treatment facility etc. Initially the 
service will be available to people in the States 
of Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh and Delhi. 
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Madhya Pradesh 
Government 
signed four 
MOUs with 
Singapore:

 
 Madhya Pradesh 

and the Singapore 
government have 
signed four MoUs 
including one on 

clean energy providing for setting up a 1000 MW 
wind energy project in the western part of the 
central Indian state, an official announcement 
said on Thursday.
 
1. The MoUs, others which deal with 

the fields of urban planning, skill 
development, and food processing, were 
signed at a business seminar attended 
by Chief Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan on the third day of his visit to 
the Southeast Asian city-state, a state 
government release said.

2. The understanding for the wind energy 
project was signed by the state‘s 
department of new and renewable energy 
with Singapore‘s Sembcorp Green Infra 
Ltd.

3. The MoU on urban planning was signed 
between Madhya Pradesh‘s directorate 
of town and country Planning and the 
Singapore Cooperation Enterprise, on 
skill training between its department 
of technical education and skill 
development and Singapore‘s ITE 
Education Services.

4. and one on food processing between 
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India‘s LT Food Ltd and Singapore-
based DSM Nutritional Products.

Delhi sets up 
its first State 
Humans Rights 
Commission:
 
Delhi government 
will set up 
its first State 
Human Rights 
Commission after 
the Chief Justice 

of India expressed concern over absence of 
such a body in the national capital for over two 
decades. A senior government official said that 
Justice Uma Nath Singh as Chairperson and 
social activist Raj Mangal as the member of the 
SHRC have been unanimously selected by the 
Committee constituted to form the State Human 
Rights Commission. The selection committee 
comprised of Chief Minister, Home Minister, 
Delhi Assembly Speaker and the Leader of 
Opposition. In July 2015, the Supreme Court 
had asked the Delhi government to set up 
the SHRC within six months. The court had 
observed that the government had failed to 
appoint the SHRC despite the Protection of 
Human Rights Act, 1993, being enacted 22 
years ago.

Human Rights Commission:
 
The National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) of India is an 

autonomous public body constituted on 12 
October 1993 under the Protection of Human 
Rights Ordinance of 28 September 1993. It 
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was given a statutory basis by the Protection of 
Human Rights Act, 1993 (TPHRA). The NHRC 
is the national human rights institution, 
responsible for the protection and promotion 
of human rights, defined by the Act as “rights 
relating to life, liberty, equality and dignity of 
the individual guaranteed by the Constitution 
or embodied in the International Covenants”.

Election Commission of India 
(ECI) is organizing Matdaata 
Mahotsav from 14th to 17th of 
January, 2016: 

Election Commission of India (ECI) is organized 
Matdaata Mahotsav from 14th to 17th of 
January, 2016 at Central park, Connaught 
Place, New Delhi ahead of the 6thNational 
Voters’ Day on the 25th of January 2016. The 
event aimed at involving voters and citizens 
from all walks of life specifically women, youth, 
defence personnel, non-resident Indians, 
persons with disabilities, and those from 
marginalised sections for enhanced sense of 
inclusion, creating greater awareness about 
the electoral process and strengthening SVEEP 
(Systematic Voters’ Education & Electoral 
Participation) programme.

India elected 
to Board of 
Directors of 
China-backed 
AIIB:
 
India, one of 
the founding 
members of the 
AIIB, has been 
elected to the 
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board of directors of the China-sponsored 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank which 
is expected to begin loan approvals before the 
end of this year.

The bank, however, said the Vice President 
the post for which India as the second largest 
shareholder aspired for will be selected on 
merit. Earlier, Dinesh Sharma, Additional 
Secretary of Ministry of Finance was elected to 
the 12-member board for which a secretballot 
was held yesterday, Indian officials said.

This will be the first board of directors for 
the new bank in which 57 members joined 
founding members.

‘Amma Call 
Centre’ launched 
by Tamil Nadu’s 
CM:

 
In an initiative 
aimed at quick 
delivery of 
government 
services, Tamil 
Nadu Chief J 

Jayalalithaa launched a round-the-clock call 
centre for ensuring fast response to grievances. 
The latest initiative was aimed at ensuring 
quick response to people‘s grievances where 
in they can dial toll-free number ‚1100‘ at 
any point of time in the day. Equipped with 
latest technology like Computer Telephony 
Integration and Voice Logger System, the centre 
will initially handle upto 15,000 calls a day, 
with 138 operators recruited for the purpose. 
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Their numbers will be expanded based on the 
requirement.

MoU with Kuwait 
on space study:
 
The Indian 
Space Research 
Organization 
(ISRO) and 
Kuwait Institute 
of Scientific 
Research (KISR) 
on 20 January 

2016 signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) on cooperation in the exploration and 
use of outer space for peaceful purposes. This 
memorandum allows the KISR to use data 
from the Indian Remote Sensing satellites for 
some initiating a few research and application 
projects. It will also enable Training and 
Building and launching of remote sensing 
and communication satellites on commercial 
terms.

India slips 
to 89th on 
Global Talent 
Competitiveness 
Index:
 
India has slipped 
11 places to rank 
89th on a global 
index of talent 
competitiveness, 

a list which has been topped by Switzerland. 
Switzerland is followed by Singapore, 

32

mou 

33

gtc

Luxembourg, the US and Denmark in the 
top five positions on the annual Global 
Talent Competitiveness Index (GTC) released 
by INSEAD business school in partnership 
with Adecco Group and the Human Capital 
Leadership Institute of Singapore. Last year, 
India was ranked 78th on the index that 
measures a nation‘s competitiveness based on 
the quality of talent it can produce, attract and 
retain. It is released every year on the first day 
of the World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual 
Meeting.

Ministry of Shipping initiates 
Project Green Port:

The Ministry of Shipping has 
started ‚Project Green Ports‘ which will help in 
making the Major Ports across India cleaner 
and greener. Project Green Ports‘ will have two 
verticals  one is ‚Green Ports Initiatives‘ related 
to environmental issues and second is ‚Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyaan.

“The Z Factor” 
Autobiography 
of Subhash 
Chandra:
 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
launched the 
autobiography 
of Essel Group 
Owner, Shri 

Subhash Chandra, titled “The Z Factor: My 
Journey as the Wrong Man at the Right Time”. 
Sri Chandra is also the owner of the Zee 
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Group and n November 2009, he took over 
management responsibility of Daily News & 
Analysis (DNA), which features among the top 
8 English dailies in India and is one of fastest 
growing English newspapers in the country. 
In 2005, in collaboration with Dainik Bhaskar 
group, Subhash Chadra launched an English 
daily, DNA, in Mumbai to challenge the well 
settled The Times of India newspaper and the 
competition was one of the biggest newspaper 
battles of Mumbai and sustaining earlier losses, 
the newspaper eventually turned around.

Chandra is the founder-Chairman of the 
Global Foundation for Civilizational Harmony, 
an interfaith group. He has donated land 
for Global Vipassana Pagoda at Borivili and 
contributed to the spread of this meditation 
method.

India‘s first 
social mobile 
wallet launched:

 
Udio, Digital 
payments 
company 
TranServ’s 
attempt at 
innovating 
in the highly 
competitive digital 

wallet space, via a social angle was recently 
launched. Udio Wallet integrates a social, 
community-driven aspect with anytime, 
anywhere accessibility to digital P2P (peer-to-
peer) transactions via its secure and seamless 
payment structure, creating a ubiquitous 
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ecosystem for both consumers and brands. 
The Udio wallet also has several value-added 
features that make it stand apart from the 
other mobile wallet apps. Every Udio wallet 
comes with a VISA Pre-Paid Card linked that 
is powered by Ratnakar Bank allowing Udio 
users to leverage the wallet‘s payments facility 
with over 1 lakh merchants across the country. 
This seamless usage across online and offline 
channels through the Udio VISA Card adds 
even more value for the user and makes the 
wallet truly ubiquitous.

First LGBT run 
radio cabs in 
Mumbai: 

 
India‘s first 
radio taxi 
administration 
for the Lesbian 
Gay Bisexual 
Transgender 
(LGBT) group, 

Wings Rainbow, was hailed off. The activity by 
Wings Travels and Humsafar Trust will have 
taxis chauffeured by LGBT group individuals, 
and is relied upon to begin working in 2017. 
On Wednesday, five volunteers from The 
Humsafar Trust, a LGBT rights association, 
joined to drive radio taxicabs. Under the test 
case program, five individuals from the gay 
and transgender group will apply for a learner‘s 
permit, and finish their preparation in getting 
the All India Driver‘s License. Amid the nine 
to 12 months it takes to get the lasting driving 
licenses, they will likewise experience client 
manners preparing.
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Amit Shah 
re-elected 
unopposed AS 
BJP President: 

Amit Shah was 
elected unopposed 
president of the 
Bharatiya Janata 
Party on Sunday 
for a second term, 

this time for a full tenure of three years. Mr. 
Shah had earlier completed Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh’s interrupted tenure as president 
from July 2014. Shah had taken over as the 
party chief during midway of Rajnath Singh’s 
term after Singh joined the government as the 
Home Minister in May 2014.

Nai Manzil 
Scheme 
launches in 
Jammu and 
Kashmir:
 
‘Nai Manzil’ is a 
scheme initiated 
by the Ministry of 
Minority Affairs, 
Government of 

India to provide education and market-driven 
job skill training to poor youth from minority 
communities. The scheme has been widely 
assisted by World Bank. The scheme has 
been launched for the first time in Jammu 
and Kashmir and is aimed to benefit girls 
from minority communities. Identifying seven 
sectors in which training will be provided to girls 
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of minority background, the scheme ha been 
implemented in three institutions as of yet. The 
sectors are training in saffron processing, food 
processing, embroidery, computers IT (both 
software and hardware), Tourism/Hospitality, 
electronics and plumbing. The government 
has also decided to pay a stipend of Rs.4500 to 
the students. Girl students will be given three 
month skill development training in the course 
of their choice.

President‘s 
rule imposed 
in Arunachal 
Pradesh:
 
President Pranab 
Mukherjee has 
recently given 
consent to 
imposition of 
President’s Rule 

in the state of Arunachal Pradesh on the 
grounds of political instability. Controversy 
arose when the Governor of the state, Jyoti 
Prasad Rajkhowa advanced the date of the 
convening of the assembly session. On January 
18, the Supreme Court said it would examine 
whether Rajkhowa‘s decision of advancing the 
assembly session to December 16 to take up the 
resolution for the removal of Speaker Nabam 
Rebia was valid or not. Rebia was removed 
as speaker by 14 rebel Congress legislators 
backed by BJP legislators on December 16 
at an assembly session held in a community 
hall in Itanagar that was presided over by the 
deputy speaker. Rebia earlier disqualified the 
14 rebel Congress lawmakers. The deputy 
speaker, before moving the motion removing 
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Rebia as speaker, restored the membership of 
the 14 legislators. 

President‘s rule“ refers to the imposition of 
Article 356 of the Constitution of India on a 
State whose constitutional machinery has 
failed. In the event that a State government is 
not able to function as per the Constitution, 
the State comes under the direct control of the 
central government. The first instance of the 
imposition of President’s Rule was in 1954, 
when it was applied in the state of Andhra 
Pradesh.

Mysuru to 
Varanasi Express 
India‘s first 
Blind Friendly 
train:
 
India’s first Braille 
embedded train 
embarked on 
its first journey 
from Mysuru to 

Varanasi on Tuesday. The railway station had 
recently installed navigation maps in Braille 
to guide visually challenged people to reach 
platforms. Mysuru – Varanasi Express, which 
leaves Mysuru for Varanasi on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, have been provided with metallic 
Braille signage inside the coaches. These 
indicate the location of alarm pull chains, toilets, 
emergency windows, and berth numbers, for 
the convenience of the visually challenged. 
The Puri-Delhi Purushottam Express was the 
first train to have a Braille-embedded coach. 
However, the Mysuru-Varanasi Express is the 
first train in the country in which all coaches 
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are Braille-embedded.
India celebrates 
67th Republic 
Day:

 
India, on 26th 
January, 
celebrated its 67th 
Independence 
Day. The annual 
Republic Day 
Parade at 

Rajpath, was marked for a few reasons. The 
celebrations were held at Rajpath, New Delhi, 
in the auspicious presence of The French 
President, Monsieur Francois Hollande, being 
the 5th President of the country to be invited 
as the honored guest for the occasion, along 
with The President and the Prime Minister. 
For the first time in the history of the country, 
a foreign contingent, the 35th Infantry of the 
French Army, paraded alongside the Indian 
troops on this occasion. Also, in 2016, he 
Protocol Department of the Government of 
Maharashtra held its first parade on the lines 
of the Delhi Republic Day parade along the 
entire stretch of Marine Drive in Mumbai.

Republic Day is celebrated, every year, in 
commemoration of the commencement of 
the sovereign constitution of the country, in 
1950, replacing the Government of India Act 
1935. The celebrations take place every year, 
commencing from the gates of the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan (the President‘s residence), Raisina 
Hill on Rajpath past the India Gate and this 
event is the main attraction of India‘s Republic 
Day Celebrations lasting 3 days. The parade 
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showcases India‘s Defence Capability, Cultural 
and Social Heritage.

Nine to twelve different regiments of the Indian 
Army in addition to the Navy, and Air Force 
with their bands march past in all their finery 
and official decorations. The President of 
India who is the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Indian Armed Forces, takes the salute. Twelve 
contingents of various para-military forces of 
India and other civil forces also take part in 
this parade.

HP celebrates 46th Statehood Day:
Himachal Pradesh celebrated its 46th 
Statehood Day on 25th January. Himachal 
Pradesh became a union territory on 1 
November 1956. On 18 December 1970, the 
State of Himachal Pradesh Act was passed by 
Parliament and the new state came into being 
on 25 January 1971. Thus Himachal emerged 
as the 18th state of the Indian Union. 

No. State   Year of Formation
1 Andhra Pradesh  1956
2 Arunachal Pradesh  1972
3 Assam    1975
4 Bihar    1912
5 Chhattisgarh   2000
6 Goa    1961
7 Gujarat   1970
8 Haryana   1966
9 Himachal Pradesh  1971
10 Jammu and Kashmir 1948
11 Jharkhand   2000
12 Karnataka   1956
13 Kerala    1956
14 Madhya Pradesh  1956

15 Maharashtra   1960
16 Manipur   1947
17 Meghalaya   1970
18 Mizoram   1972
19 Nagaland   1963
20 Orissa    1948
21 Punjab   1966
22 Rajasthan   1948
23 Sikkim   1975
24 Tamil Nadu   1688
25 Tripura   1956
26 Uttar Pradesh  1937
27 Uttarakhand   2000
28 West Bengal   1947

Govt. approves hybrid annuity 
model for highway projects:
 

The government approved hybrid annuity 
model for building roads to fast-track highway 
projects, revive the Public-Private-Partnership 
(PPP) mode and attract more investments in 
the sector. Under this model, the government 
will provide 40 per cent of the project cost to 
the developer to start work while the remaining 
investment has to be made by the developer.

India, France ink 
14 pacts:

India and 
France have 
singed 14 pacts 
for enhancing 
the bilateral 
cooperation 
various fields 
including defence, 
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space, railways, education, Food safety, Public 
Administration, Cultural exchange, Science & 
Technology, etc.These agreements were signed 
between the two countries after extensive talks 
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
French President Francois Hollande. 

In the packs signed, India signed a pact to 
purchase 36 Rafale Aircrafts. Also, a pact was 
gigned in association with implementation 
arrangement between ISRO and CNES on 
hosting Argos-4 Payload onboard Oceansat-3 
satellite of India. MoU between IIT Mumbai 
and Thales Systemes Aeroportes for Industry 
Sponsored Ph.D (Doctorate) Fellowship, 
cooperation agreement for joint research, 
teaching, exchange of personnel etc between 
IISER, Pune and ENS de Lyon (France) and 
agreement of Cooperation in the field of Higher 
Education & Research between IIT Mumbai and 
CNRS, TB, UBO, UBS,ENSTA Bretagne,ENIB 
(French Universities) were also signed.

National Job 
Portal for 
persons with 
disabilities 
launched:
 
 The 
government 
recently launched 
a job portal, 
exclusively for 

the disabled, www.Disabilityjobs.Gov.In. 
Through the National Job Portal, PwDs will 
be able to avail the different facilities such as 
self-employment loan, education loan, skill 
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training, link to scholarships and information 
about jobs in a single window platform. The 
skill training will be provided by a network 
of 200 clusters of ‚Training Partners‘ with 
financial assistance from government. A time-
bound action plan has been prepared for this 
purpose, the government will also pursue 
private sector for providing them job after the 
training. The Department of Empowerment 
of Persons with Disabilities in the Ministry 
of Social Justice and Empowerment had 
entrusted National Handicapped Finance and 
Development Corporation (NHFDC) to develop 
the national-level job portal. 

Some other schemes started by the central 
government for the disabled include, 
Assistance to Disabled Persons for Purchase 
/ fitting of Aids and Appliances (ADIP), 
Deen Dayal Rehabilitation Scheme, National 
Award for people with disabilities, Vocational 
Rehabilitation Centre, Incentives to Private 
Sector Employers for providing employment to 
persons with Disabilities. 

Ratan Tata 
invests in start-
up Teabox:

 
Ratan Tata, 
Chairman 
Emeritus of Tata 
Sons, has invested 
an undisclosed 
amount in 
Teabox, a 

speciality tea start-up.
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Teabox sources premium teas directly from 
plantations in Darjeeling, Assam, Nilgiris and 
Nepal. It sells these products online and then 
ships them to customers all over the world. 
The company will use the funds to expand its 
operations globally.

India, Armenia 
sign protocol 
amending DTAC:
 
India and Armenia 
have signed a 
Protocol to amend 
the existing 
Double Taxation 
Avoidance 
Convention 

(DTAC) to curb instances of tax evasion. The 
Protocol amends the Article on Exchange of 
Information for tax in the bilateral DTAC signed 
between India and Armenia and has been in 
existence since September 2004. It has been 
amended to bring it in line with the updated 
provisions in the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) Model.

Helpline number for journalists 
in Uttar Pradesh:

The helpline 1880 hosted by 
the state information and public relations 
department comes with a call centre for 
convenience and help of media persons.
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Supreme courts 
appoints new 
Lokayukta in 
Uttar Pradesh:
 
A bench of 
Justices Ranjan 
Gogoi and P C 
Pant selected 
retired Allahabad 
High Court 

Judge Sanjay Misra as the new Lokayukta 
and directed the authorities to notify his 
appointment within a week.

The Lokayukta is an anti-corruption 
ombudsman organization in the Indian states. 
The Administrative Reforms Commission 
(ARC) headed by Morarji Desai submitted 
a special interim report on „Problems of 
Redressal of Citizen‘s Grievances“ in 1966. In 
this report, the ARC recommended the setting 
up of two special authorities designated as 
‚Lokpal‘ and ‚Lokayukta‘ for the redressal of 
citizens‘ grievances. The LokAyukta, along 
with the Income Tax Department and the 
Anti Corruption Bureau, mainly helps people 
publicise corruption among the Politicians 
and Government Officials. Many acts of the 
LokAyukta have resulted in criminal or other 
consequences for those charged. 

Maharashtra was the first state to introduce 
the institution of Lokayukta through The 
Lokayukta and Upa-Lokayuktas Act in 1971.
This was followed by similar acts being enacted 
by states of orissa, Rajasthan, Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra 
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Pradesh, Gujarat,Kerala and Delhi.

3 Indians on global list of 50 
Wealthiest people: 
 

Mukesh Ambani, Azim Premji and Dilip 
Shanghvi - have made it to a global list of 
50 wealthiest people that is topped by Bill 
Gates. According to a new list by Wealth-X in 
collaboration with Business Insider, Mukesh 
Ambani was ranked at the 27th place on the 
list with a net worth of $24.8 billion, while 
Azim Premji and Dilip Shanghvi were ranked 
at the 43rd and 44th place with assets worth 
$16.5 billion and $16.4 billion respectively.
 

Govt. releases list of first 20 
smart cities: 
 

Union Urban Development Minister Venkaiah 
Naidu announced the names of the first 
20 cities selected to be developed as smart 
cities under Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
pet project, with Bhubaneswar topping the 
list followed by Pune and Jaipur followed 
by, Surat, Kochi, Ahmedabad, Jabalpur 
(Madhya Pradesh), Visakhapatnam, Solapur 
(Maharashtra), Davanagere (Karnataka), 
Indore, New Delhi Municipal Council (Delhi), 
Coimbatore, Kakinada (Andhra Pradesh), 
Belagavi (Karnataka), Udaipur, Guwahati, 
Chennai, Ludhiana and Bhopal.
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The Turbulent 
Year „ Second 
Volume of 
Memoir of 
President of 
India released: 
 
The second 
volume of the 
President’s 
Memoir, titled 

“The Turbulent Years” was released recently by 
the Vice President Mr. Ansari. The first volume 
titled “The Dramatic Years” was released 
on 25th January 2014. This volume is an 
account of major events from his perspective. 
He has the habit of writing a page in his diary 
every day. The basic material in this book is 
from his diaries. He has, however, adopted 
a conservative approach. He has held many 
sensitive posts over his long career in public 
service and was bound by oath not to divulge 
any information he may have come to know as 
minister. It is his conviction that some facts 
are never to be revealed.

India and ADB 
Sign $80 Million 
Loan Agreement:

 
 India has inked 

an $80 million 
loan agreement 
with Asian 
Development 
Bank to improve 
infrastructure in 

two Northeastern state capital cities. The loan 
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is the third tranche of a $200 million financing 
facility under the North Eastern Region Capital 
cities Development Investment Programme and 
will be used for investments in water supply, 
solid waste management and sanitation in 
Agartala and Aizwal.

President returns Gujarat‘s anti 
terror bill:

The infamous Gujarat Anti Terror Bill, which 
was introduced for the first time in 2003, and has 
been twice rejected since, by the President, has 
once again failed to seek assent from President 
Pranab Mukherjee. The controversial bill was 
sent to the President in September 2015 for 
his assent. The bill provides for admissibility 
of evidence collected through interception 
of mobile calls of an accused or through 
confessions made before an investigating 
officer, in a court of law. The Gujarat assembly 
in March 2015 had passed the stringent bill 
retaining controversial provisions that had 
twice earlier led to a previous similar bill being 
rejected by the President. The bill was first 
rejected by then President APJ Abdul Kalam 
in 2004, demanding that the clause relating to 
interception of communication be removed. It 
was again rejected when Pratibha Patil was the 
President.
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Govt to 
create „Khadi 
Gramudyog“ 
network: 
 
On the occasion 
of the 68th death 
anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi, 
the PM announced 
the aim to 

developing a network of Khadi Gramudyog 
across villages in the country to provide more 
job opportunities through the sector.

Khadi, mainly produced in India, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan, played a symbolic role in the 
Indian Freedom Struggle. Pointing out that 
khadi, which played an important role in 
the freedom struggle, has become a fashion 
statement, he said arrangements were being 
made to ensure that workers in the sector can 
easily avail benefits of government schemes 
like Atal Pension Yojana, Pradhan Mantri 
Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana and Pradhan Mantri 
Suraksha Bima Yojana. PM Modi also lauded 
the efforts being made to produce khadi using 
Solar Charkha and Solar Loom, noting that 
these will double income of the weavers and 
increase production. On this occasion, the 
book titled Nathuram Godse – The Story of an 
Assassin authored by Anup Ashok Sardesai 
was also released.

55

Khadi gRamudYog



where career starts

TM

50

Puducherry Lt 
Governor AK 
Singh launches 
MITRA app:
 
 Lt Governor 
of Puducherry 
AK Singh on 28 
January 2016 
launched the 
MITRA mobile 

application to ensure safety and security of 
women in the Union Territory. MITRA (Mobile 
Initiated Tracking and Rescue) application 
has been developed by Puducherry Police 
department in association with National 
Informatics Centre (NIC).The Android based 
application can send emergency SOS messages 
when in danger or emergency.
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China‘s first 
nuclear reactor 
in ethnic 
minority region:
 
The first 
reactor of the 
Fangchenggang 
Nuclear Power 
Plant in Guangxi 
Zhuang, a ethnic 

minority and autonomous region. The main 
aim of China behind this is to reduce the carbon 
emission. China currently has operating 
capacity of 25.5 million kilowatts and aims 
to raise installed nuclear power to 58 million 
kilowatts by 2020.

Nuclear Power in China:
Mainland China has 30 nuclear power reactors 
in operation, 22 under construction, and more 
about to start construction.

Additional reactors are planned, including 
some of the world‘s most advanced, to give 
more than a three-fold increase in nuclear 
capacity to at least 58 GWe by 2020-21, then 
some 150 GWe by 2030, and much more by 
2050.

The impetus for increasing nuclear power share 
in China is increasingly due to air pollution 
from coal-fired plants.

INTErNATIONAL NEwS
China’s policy is for closed fuel cycle.

China has become largely self-sufficient in 
reactor design and construction, as well as 
other aspects of the fuel cycle, but is making 
full use of western technology while adapting 
and improving it.

China’s policy is to ‘go global’ with exporting 
nuclear technology including heavy 
components in the supply chain.

North Korea 
tested Hydrogen 
Bomb:
 
 North Korea 
has successfully 
carried out its 
first hydrogen 
bomb test. After 
the test, South 
Korea is in talks 

with the United States to deploy U.S. strategic 
assets on the Korean peninsula. The test also 
alarmed Japan and the White House. Hours 
after the nuclear test, the U.N. Security Council 
announced it would work immediately on 
significant new measures against North Korea.

Convention on Nuclear Safety
The Convention on Nuclear Safety was adopted 
in Vienna on 17 June 1994.
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Its aim is to legally commit participating States 
operating land-based nuclear power plants 
to maintain a high level of safety by setting 
international benchmarks to which States 
would subscribe.

The Convention is based on Parties’ common 
interest to achieve higher levels of safety 
which will be developed and promoted through 
regular meetings.

The Diplomatic Conference to consider 
a Proposal by Switzerland to amend the 
Convention on Nuclear Safety was held on 9th 
February 2015 at the IAEA Headquarters, in 
Vienna, Austria.

Convention on Physical Protection of 
Nuclear Material (CPPNM):
The Convention on the Physical Protection 
of Nuclear Material entered into force on 8th 
February 1987. 

The Convention is the only legally binding 
international instrument in the area of physical 
protection of nuclear material and one of the 13 
international counter-terrorism instruments.

Economic Sanc-
tions against 
Iran Lifted:

 
Iran has 
completed 
the necessary 
steps in a deal 
to restrict its 
nuclear program, 

3
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meaning international economic sanctions 
are lifted, officials from the EU and the U.N. 
nuclear watchdog agency said. European 
Union Foreign Affairs Chief Federica Mogherini 
said that the economic sanctions against Iran 
were lifted now that the country has joined the 
UK, United States, France, Germany, China, 
Russia and the EU in „the field of peaceful 
users“ of nuclear energy. 

Among the sanctions lifted will be those 
imposed between 2006 and 2010 by the U.N. 
Security Council as it attempted to pressure the 
Islamic Republic to curb uranium enrichment 
and other activities that could also be used for 
nuclear weapons. Iran sees that move and the 
recent closure of a decade-long investigation 
of whether it worked on such weapons as a 
formal end to the allegations against it.

World Bank releases World 
Development Report:
 

The latest World Development Report, 
released annually by the World Bank, was 
released on14th January, 2016. The report 
was titled ‘Digital Dividends; and elaborated 
on the inequality among the different parts 
of the world in relation to digital facilities and 
specifically internet access.

The World Bank is an international financial 
institution that provides loans[2] to developing 
countries for capital programs. It comprises 
two institutions: the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), and 
the International Development Association 
(IDA). The World Bank is a component of the 
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World Bank Group, which is part of the United 
Nations system.

The World Bank‘s official goal is the reduction 
of poverty. According to its Articles of 
Agreement, all its decisions must be guided 
by a commitment to the promotion of foreign 
investment and international trade and to the 
facilitation of Capital investment.

France declares economic 
emergency:
 

Francois Hollande, declared a state of financial 
emergency in the country after reporting that 
unemployment in France has surged to an 18-
year high of 10.6 per cent plunging the country 
into a new economic crisis. At the same time, 
the beleagured French leader hopes to make it 
easier for firms to fire people by putting a cap 
on the amount dismissed workers can claim 
in labour courts. The measures he proposed, 
however, are relatively modest, and he said 
they would not „put into question“ the 35-
hour workweek. With his country under a 
state of emergency since extremist attacks in 
November, Hollande did not seek to assume 
any new emergency powers over the economy.

5

India at 21st 
rank :Nuclear 
Security Index 
2016:

 
 Nuclear Security 

Index was 
recently released 
by a US based 
think tank, NTI 
or Nuclear Threat 

Initiative on the theme ‘Building a Framework 
for Assurance, Accountability, and Action’. 
The Index assessed global nuclear security 
conditions in 176 countries in two areas the 
potential theft of weapons-usable nuclear 
materials and the potential sabotage of nuclear 
facilities. Among the 24 states with one kilogram 
or more of weapons-usable nuclear materials 
in the world, while Australia was adjudged as 
the safest, India was among the least safe with 
the 21st rank. India improved two ranks by 
participating in bilateral assistance activities 
with the USA and putting in place the IAEA 
Additional Protocol. 

The Index assessed the contribution of 24 states 
with one kilogram or more of weapons-usable 
nuclear materials towards improved global 
nuclear materials security conditions, using 
5 categories, namely, Quantities and Sites, 
Security and Control Measures, Global Norms, 
Domestic Commitments and Capacity and Risk 
Environment. An additional 151 states, with 
less than one kilogram of material or none at all, 
are assessed using three categories, namely, 
Global Norms, Domestic Commitments and 
Capacity and Risk Environment. The index 
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is a joint effort between NTI and Economist 
Intelligence Unit (EIU) of the USA.

Sri Lanka tops 
in 2015 HDI 
in South Asia 
Region:

 
 Sri Lanka has 

been placed at 
the 73rd rank 
with an HDI value 
of 0.757 topping 
the index among 

South Asian countries. The report, which 
studied a total of 188 countries and territories, 
has determined the HDI values by assessing 
long-term progress in three basic dimensions 
of human development a long and healthy life, 
access to knowledge and a decent standard of 
living. India and Bhutan fall under the category 
of medium human development countries 
and Nepal, Pakistan and Afghanistan come 
under the group of low human development 
countries. India is placed at 130th rank and 
Pakistan, 147th. As for the growth rate during 
1990-2014, South Asia’s figure was 1.38, the 
highest among all regions.

Global Corruption Index released:
 
Transparency International 
recently released its annual 

corruption index, topped by Denmark. India, 
climbing nine positions has claimed the 76th 
spot. According to Transparency International’s 
International Corruption Perceptions Index 
2015, India is placed at 76th position along 
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with Thailand, Brazil, Tunisia, Zambia and 
Burkina Faso out of 168 countries. The other 
top spots, from second to ninth, were occupied 
by Finland, Sweden, New Zealand, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland, Singapore 
and Canada. North Korea and Somalia 
remained at the bottom with unchanged scores 
of 8.

Ariane 5 launches Intelsat 29e 
on first Arianespace flight of 
2016:

 Lifting off exactly on time from the 
Spaceport’s ELA-3 launch zone in French 
Guiana, Ariane 5 released Intelsat 29e – 
international operator Intelsat’s milestone first 
high-throughput EpicNG-series spacecraft 
– into geostationary transfer orbit after a 
flight sequence that lasted approximately 30 
minutes. The mission was designated Flight 
VA228 in Arianespace’s numbering system. 
Intelsat 29e, which had a liftoff mass estimated 
at 6,552 kg., is the 56th Intelsat satellite to be 
launched by Arianespace to date – extending a 
long relationship between the two companies 
that was further underscored by Arianespace 
Chairman & CEO Stéphane Israël during his 
comments from the Spaceport.

Indian Woman Peacekeepers to 
leave Liberia:

 India’s first all women UN 
peacekeeping unit, deployed in Liberia under 
the UN Mission in Liberia in 2007, retreated 
the war torn African nation, after nine years 
of tour duty. Indian peacekeepers in Liberia, 
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including a women contingent, were honoured 
with medals for their courage and service in 
maintenance of peace and security in the West 
African country.

Japan unveils 
first stealth 
fighter jet:
 
 Japan 
unveiled its first 
radar-evading 
stealth aircraft, 
aiming to close 
a gap with 
neighbors such 

as China and Russia, which have been flying 
fighter planes equipped with the technology 
for more than five years. The Ministry of 
Defense showed off a test aircraft called X-2 
in a heavily guarded hangar at a factory here 
that is operated by Japan’s biggest military 
contractor, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd. 
Ministry officials said the plane would perform 
its first test flight as early as mid-February.
 
At 14 meters (46-feet) in length, the ¥40 
billion ($340 million) red and white-painted 
X-2 is smaller than a standard jet fighter. It 
is unarmed and its engines are underpowered. 
Analysts say it would take many years for 
Japan to develop it into an actual warplane.
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National School 
Games to be 
Organised at 
Four to Five 
venues every 
year: 

 
Union Gover-
nment has 
decided to 
organise National 

School Games in a big way at four to five 
venues in the country every year. 
 
Objectives: to ensure proper promotion 
and development of various games at the 
school level with the twin objectives of early 
identification of talent and ensuring physical 
fitness of children. It will not only help in 
sports promotion but also national unity and 
harmony.
 
This initiative will start from Kerala. A request 
received in this regard from Govt. of Kerala to 
be host of these games has been accepted. 

Lodha comm-
ittee report to 
focus on ‘purity 
of game’:
 
The Supreme 
Court appointed 
Lodha committee 
for reforms in the 

SPOrTS
1

national School 

BCCI and the Indian cricket administration.

Former Chief Justice of India, R.M. Lodha, 
revealed that the theme of the report is the 
purity of the game.

Focus areas of investigation:
How the game is run in the country and 

What could be done to ensure that transparency 
and accountability is the rule and not the 
exception in the administration of cricket in 
India.

Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI):
The Board of Control for Cricket in India is the 
national governing body for cricket in India. 
The board was formed in December 1928 as 
a society, registered under the Tamil Nadu 
Societies Registration Act.

President: Shashank Manohart

Headquarters: Mumbai

Zidane new 
Coach for Real 
Madrid Team: 
 
Zinedine Zidane 
replaced Rafael 
Benitez from the 
post of coach of 
Real Madrid.

2
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Zidane is the 11th coach to be appointed.

Decision to sack Benitez is still unknown as 
his winning rate is 68%.

Zidane has been coach of the club‘s B team 
- who are second in the Spanish third tier - 
since 2014.

It is commonly known as Real Madrid.

It is a professional football club based in 
Madrid, Spain.

It is the world‘s highest-earning football club 
for 2013–14.

The club won five consecutive European Cups, 
and reached the final seven times.

Virat Kohli - best 
cricketer of the 
year:
 
BCCI has 
honoured Virat 
Kohli with Polly 
Umrigar Trophy 
for Cricketer of 
the Year. Along 
with this, former 

stumper Syed Kirmani was bestowed with 
the prestigious Col CK Nayudu Lifetime 
Achievement Award.
 
These awards were given at the annual 
ceremony of BCCI.

Other awards are:
1. Jalaj Saxena, Madhya Pradesh: Best 

all-rounder in domestic limited-overs 
competitions

2. Deepak Hooda: Baroda Madhavrao 
Scindia Awards for feats in Ranji Trophy, 

3. Highest run-getter: Robin Uthappa, 
Karnataka 

4. Highest wicket-takers: R Vinay Kumar, 
Karnataka and Shardul Thakur, 
Mumbai 

5. M A Chidambaram Trophy awards for 
2014-15: Best under-23 cricketer: Almas 
Shaukat, Uttar Pradesh; Best under-19 
cricketer: Anmolpreet Singh, Punjab 
Best under-16 cricketer: Shubman Gill, 
Punjab; 

6. Best senior woman cricketer: Mithali 
Raj, Railways; 

7. Best junior woman cricketer: Devika 
Vaidya, Maharashtra 

8. Best umpire in domestic cricket in 2014-
15: O Nandan, Karnataka.

Australia 
withdraws from 
U19 World Cup:
 
 Australia 
withdrew from the 
U19 World Cup 
due to security 
concerns. 
According to 
the officials of 

Australia there is a high threat to Australian 
interests in Bangladesh. This statement came 
on the basis of report of ICC security adviser 
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who was monitoring the security of Australian 
players for a long time.

Under-19 Cricket World Cup:
It is a one day international cricket tournament 
contested by national Under-19 teams.

Its administrator is International Cricket 
council.

It was started in 1988.
Last tournament was in the year of 2014.

Winners of last 3 tournaments are:
2010: Australia
2012: India
2014: South Africa

The 2016 edition of the ICC U19 Cricket 
World Cup will be held in Bangladesh from 27 
January to 14 February.

The ICC Under-19 Cricket World Cup will 
feature the 10 Full Members, alongside six 
of the leading Associate and Affiliate teams: 
Afghanistan, Canada, Namibia, Scotland, Fiji 
and Nepal.

Mumbai teen 1st 
to score 1000 in 
a test innings:

Pranav 
Dhanawade, a 
mumbai teen 
became the first 
batsman in the 
history of cricket 
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to cross the 1000-run mark. He has completed 
1000 runs in 323 balls. With this he has 
become the first-ever cricketer to cross 1000-
run mark. This record made against Kalyan’s 
Arya Gurukul School in the H T Bhandari 
Cup, an under-16 inter-school tournament 
organised by the Mumbai Cricket Association 
(MCA).

Sports Authority of India:
It is a successor organization of the IXth Asian 
Games held in New Delhi in 1982, was set up 
as a Society registered of Societies Act, 1860.

Aims and Objectives:
1. Talent Scouting at micro level & 

Nurturing talent towards excellence
2. Training & International Exposure
3. Support Training with Scientific & Sports 

Equipment and scientific personnel
4. Monitor and enhance Performance with 

a scientific evaluation system
5. Training and preparation of National 

teams
6. Sports Infrastructure Development & 

Maintenance
7. Maintenance and up gradation of 4 

stadia complexes and a shooting range 
in Delhi

8. To produce coaches and physical 
educationists of high caliber in different 
disciplines of sports to broad base 
sports.

Important Schemes: The Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) is the highest-ranking judge in 
the Supreme Court of India, and thus holds 
the highest judicial position in India. As well 
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as presiding in the Supreme Court, the Chief 
Justice also heads its administrative functions.

1. National Sports Talent Scheme.
2. Come and Play.

Indian Won 
Bronze at British 
Junior Open 
Squash:
 
India’s Neel 
Joshi capped his 
brilliant run at 
the prestigious 
British Junior 
Open Squash 

Championships by clinching the bronze 
medal in the Boys U13 category in Sheffield. 
Last year, India had captured another bronze 
through Kush Kumar in the Boys U19 category. 
Neel Joshi is presently ranked number 1 in 
the Under -13 category of the Indian Junior 
Rankings.

British Junior Open squash championship:

British Junior Open squash championship 
is considered the second most prestigious 
junior open squash championship in the 
squash history after the World Junior Squash 
Championships.

It takes place in Sheffield, England.

The Under-19 boys category was known as the 
Drysdale Cup before 1999.
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Sachin 
Tendulkar roped 
in as brand 
ambassador 
for ‘Changing 
Diabetes’:
 
Novo Nordisk 
has announced 
Sachin Tendulkar 
as the brand 

ambassador for ‚Changing Diabetes‘. Primary 
objective of this move is to raise awareness, 
improve access to care and address psycho-
social aspects of diabetes to improve people’s 
lives.

Novo Nordisk has also initiated the Changing 
Diabetes in Children, a programme designed 
to improve access to diabetes care for children 
with Type I diabetes.

Diabetes:
It is a group of metabolic diseases in which 
the person has high blood glucose (blood 
sugar), either because insulin production is 
inadequate, or because the body‘s cells do not 
respond properly to insulin, or both. 

Medical Name: diabetes mellitus:
Types:
1. Type 1 Diabetes - the body does not 

produce insulin. 
2. Type 2 Diabetes - the body does not 

produce enough insulin for proper 
function.

3. Gestational diabetes- This type affects 
females during pregnancy. Some women 
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have very high levels of glucose in their 
blood, and their bodies are unable to 
produce enough insulin to transport all 
of the glucose into their cells, resulting 
in progressively rising levels of glucose.

India 163rd 
position in FIFA:
 
India moved up 
three places to 
the 163rd spot 
in the FIFA 
football rankings. 
Increase in 
ranking due 
to following 

achievements:
 
1. Won the SAFF Cup by defeating 

Afghanistan.
2. Defeated Nepal and Sri-Lanka in the 

regional tournament.
3. India accumulated 139 points, and is at 

the 31st spot among Asian countries.

Top 5 countries:
1. Belgium
2. Argentina
3. Spain
4. Germany
5. Chile

Top Asian country: Iran (global ranking-42)

Federation Internationale de Football 
Association (FIFA)

9
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It is the governing body of association football, 
futsal and beach football. 

Its headquarters are in Zurich, Switzerland.

Its current President is Issa Hayatou.

FIFA has adopted an anthem composed by the 
German composer Franz Lambert.

Tournaments organized by FIFA:

FIFA World Cup, FIFA Women‘s World Cup, 
FIFA U-20 World Cup, FIFA U-17 World Cup, 
Football at the Summer Olympics, FIFA U-20 
Women‘s World Cup, FIFA Women‘s U-17 
World Cup, FIFA Futsal World Cup, FIFA 
Beach Soccer World Cup and FIFA Club World 
Cup.

Winners of recent FIFA tournaments:
1. Women‘s World Cup: USA
2. Club World Cup: Spain FC Barcelona
3. Futsal World Cup: Brazil
4. Beach Soccer World Cup: Portugal
5. Interactive World Cup: (Saudi Arabia)  
 Abdulaaziz Alshehri.

Apurvi Chandela 
sets world record 
in 10m air rifle:
 
Apurvi Chandela 
won the gold 
medal in the 
women‘s 10 metre 
air rifle event at 
the Swedish Cup 
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Grand Prix. He broke the world record of 
Chinese Olympic gold medallist Yi Siling (of 
211) by shooting  211.2m in the event.

Recent Achievements: 
1. Won the gold medal at the National 

Championships held in the Delhi in last 
month.

2. Won a bronze medal at the ISSF World 
Cup in Changwon, South Korea, in April.

Top 3 in Sweden cup Grand Prix:
1. Apurvi Chandela, India
2. Astrid Steffensen, Sweden  
3. Stine Nielsen, Sweden.

Sania and 
Hingis pair 
won Brisbane 
Internationals:
 
Sania Mirza and 
Martina Hingis 
started the New 
Year on a brilliant 
note by clinching 
the women’s 

doubles title of the $1 million Brisbane 
International at the Queensland Tennis 
Centre. This is the Indo-Swiss pair’s 26th win 
in a row and the first title of 2016. Also, this 
is the 29-year-old Sania’s second victory here 
after partnering American Bethanie Mattek-
Sands all the way to the title in 2013 while 
Martina was the defending champion, having 
sealed the crown with German Sabine Lisicki 
last year. 

11
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Siril Varma 
becomes junior 
world shuttler:

 
A prodigal World 
junior badminton 
Championship 
silver medal 
has seen Indian 
shuttler Siril 
Varma climb 

to number one in the recently released BWF 
rankings.

Last year in November, Varma entered the 
128 shuttler World Championship main round 
unseeded. He would go onto win six matches, 
including victories over seeded opponents 
such as Anders Antosen from Denmark and 
Thailand’s Adulrach Namkul. The 15-year old 
narrowly missed out on the world title, losing 
21-17, 10-21, 7-21 to Chinese Taipei’s Chia 
Hung Lu in the final.

Wawrinka Won 
3rd Consecutive 
Chennai Open:
 
World No. 
4 Stanislas 
Wawrinka from 
Switzerland has 
won the 2016 
Chennai Open 
title of tennis. In 

the summit clash at Nungambakkam tennis 
stadium in Chennai, he defeated the Borna 
Coric (World No. 33) of Croatia by 6-3, 7-5 
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score. This was his third consecutive ATP 
Chennai Open title for Wawrinka (won in 2014, 
2015 and 2016) and overall fourth, first won it 
in 2011. 

New Zealand’s 
Colin Munro 
scores second 
fastest 50 in 
T20:
 
Martin Guptill hit 
the fastest half-
century by a New 
Zealand batsman, 
only for Colin 

Munro to better it moments later as the hosts 
needed just 10 over’s to rout Sri Lanka by nine 
wickets in their Twenty20 match on Sunday, 
winning both matches of the series.
 
Munro‘s half century, which included seven 
sixes, was the second-fastest in all T20 
internationals, behind only a 12-ball 50 by 
India‘s Yuvraj Singh.

Djokovic won 
Qatar Open:
 
 World No. 1 
Novak Djokovic 
defeated his rival 
Rafael Nadal by 
6-1, 6-2 to win the 
Qatar Open title. 
He captured his 
sixth consecutive 

ATP World Tour title and 60th overall at the 
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tour level. He became just the 10th player in 
the Open Era to reach the 60-title milestone.

Miguel Tabuena wins Hilton 
Asian Tour Golf:

The Philippines‘ Miguel Tabuena on 
7 January 2016 was voted as the Hilton Asian 
Tour Golfer of Month for December 2015.

Tabuena won the award ahead of Thailand‘s 
Phachara Khongwatmai and India‘s Himmat 
Rai. A selection panel before going into a voting 
process nominated the trio.

National Youth 
Day Celebrated:
 
 National 
Youth Day is 
celebrated in 
India on 12 
January on the 
birthday of Swami 
Vivekananda. 
In 1984 the 

Government of India declared the day as the 
National Youth Day and since 1985 the event 
is celebrated in India every year.

Barcelona‘s Luis Enrique named 
FIFA World Coach of the Year:
 

Barcelona coach Luis Enrique has been 
named FIFA World Coach of the Year for Men‘s 
Football after leading Barcelona to a Treble in 
his first year in charge. Earlier, Jill Ellis of the 
United States was named the top coach for 

16
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women‘s football after leading the Americans 
to the 2015 Women‘s World Cup title.

Fifa Ballon d‘Or: 
Lionel Messi 
wins record fifth 
Ballon d‘Or:

 
Barcelona FC 
forward Lionel 
Messi from 
Argentina has 
won the 2016 
FIFA Ballon d’Or 

Award. He has earned this title of world’s best 
football player for record fifth time. Earlier 
he was conferred with this award in 2010 
(inaugural), 2011, 2012 and 2012. This award 
is an annual football association award given by 
FIFA to the male player who has performed the 
best in the previous calendar year. This award 
was instituted in 2010 after France Football’s 
Ballon d’Or and the men’s FIFA World Player 
of the Year award were merged. It is awarded 
to the male player, based upon highest votes 
secured by him from national team coaches 
and captains, as well as journalists from 

around the world.

Fleming named 
IPL Pune 
Franchise coach:

 
Former New 
Zealand skipper 
Stephen Fleming 
was on Monday 
named chief 
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coach of the new Pune franchise of the Indian 
Premier League (IPL).

With this the former Chennai Super Kings 
coach will renew his long and most successful 
partnership with his former captain Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni who was picked in the December 
draft.

Rohit Sharma Highest ODI score 
against Aus in Aus:
 

Rohit Sharma‘s score - the highest by a visiting 
batsman against Australia in Australia, 
and the fifth-highest by any batsman in the 
country. The previous top score against 
Australia in Australia was Viv Richards‘ 153 
not out at the MCG in 1979-80. Rohit‘s is also 
the third-highest score by an Indian batsman 
outside Asia. His average of 68.46 is the best 
by any batsman with 500 or more runs against 
Australia.

Beckham 
honored by 
LV, UNICEF for 
Humanitarian 
Work:
 
           UNICEF Goodwill 
Ambassador 
David Beckham 
and University 
of Southern   

California President C. L. Max Nikias were 
honored for their extraordinary commitment 
to put children first. Under the leadership of 
Southern California Regional Board Chair, 
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Ghada Irani, the black-tie gala raised over $2.5 
million for UNICEF’s lifesaving programs for 
children.

About UNICEF:
The United Nations International Children‘s 
Emergency Fund is a United Nations program 
headquartered in New York City that provides 
long-term humanitarian and developmental 
assistance to children and mothers in 
developing countries. It is one of the members 
of the United Nations Development Group and 
its Executive Committee.
         
UNICEF was created by the United Nations 
General Assembly on December 11, 1946, 
to provide emergency food and healthcare to 
children in countries that had been devastated 
by World War II. Maurice Pate, American 
humanitarian and businessman, co-founded 
the United Nations Children‘s Fund (UNICEF) 
with Herbert Hoover in 1947.

20th National 
Youth Festival 
inaugurated:
 
Union Road 
Transport 
and Highways 
Minister Nitin 
Gadkari at 
Rajyostav Sthal 
in Naya Raipur, 

Chhattisgarh to mark the National Youth Day, 
on 12 January 2016 inaugurated the 20th 
National Youth Festival.

23

Youth FeStival 

The five day long the Union Government in 
partnership with a state government on the 
occasion of the birth anniversary of Swami 
Vivekananda celebrates annual festival.

For the 20th National Youth Festival, 
Chhattisgarh was chosen as the partner 
state with the theme India Youth for Skill, 
Development and Harmony.
           
Features of 20th National Youth Festival:
It is an annual gathering of students being 
jointly organised by Chhattisgarh Sports and 
Youth Welfare Department, Union Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports, Nehru Yuva Kendra 
Sangthan and National Service Scheme.
 
For the first time in the youth festival, para-
trooping would be displayed by the Indian 
Army along with weapons and explosives used 
during war.

It comprises a Youth Parliament where 
representatives of student unions and 
Universities would discuss key issues of the 
country particularly on the theme-India Youth 
for Skill, Development and Harmony.
            
National Industry Conclave: The conclave, 
which is held annually during the festival, 
saw the participation of various ministries and 
companies. 

On this occasion, Tata Group announced that 
it would establish 40 skill centres.

Mascot: Wild Buffalo, the state animal of 
Chhattisgarh, in famous dancing pose was 
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chosen as the mascot of the event.
 
The mascot was named as Sanghi (friend), 
which symbolises strength, gives message 
of physical fitness to youth of nation and its 
dancing pose signifies festive zeal.

Mirza Hingis 
won Sydney 
International:

 
Sania Mirza 
and Martina 
Hingis lifted their 
second trophy 
of the season 
as they won the 
WTA Sydney 

International defeating Caroline Garcia and 
Kristina Mladenovic 1-6, 7-5, 10-5 on Friday. 
This was their 30th win in a row but it was not 
without initial hiccups as the top seeds lost the 
first set meekly, before eking out the win in one 
hour and 13 minutes. The world number one 
team trailed 1-6, 1-4 at one stage but came out 
unscathed, levelling the second set 5-5 and then 
sealed it to stretch it to a Super tie-breaker. 
The US open and Wimbledon champions raced 
to a 8-3 lead in the decider and clinched the 
issue comfortably to stretch their unbeaten 
run to an incredible 30 matches. It was the 
11th title together for the Indo-Swiss pair. In 
2015, they won nine titles including the year-
end WTA Finals. The year 2016 also started on 
a fabulous note for the duo as they won the 
Brisbane International title.

24
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Mesut Ozil 
named 2015 
German Player 
of the year:
 
 The Arsenal 
midfielder had 
won the award, 
which is voted for 
by German fans, 
three times in a 

row before losing out to Toni Kroos in 2014. 
However, more than 51,000 fans voted for Ozil 
this year, giving him 45.9 per cent of the vote, 
and placing him well ahead of Bayern Munich‘s 
Thomas Muller (15.9 per cent) in second place.

Ozil has been in outstanding form for Arsenal 
in 2015 and played a key role in Germany 
reaching the European Championships in 
France next summer, being involved in eight 
out of nine international matches throughout 
the year. Jonas Hector of FC Köln, received 
13.6 per cent of the vote in third place, with 13 
players nominated in total. Manchester United 
midfielder Bastian Schweinsteiger won the 
award in 2010.

Delhi crowned 
Premier 
Badminton 
League:
 
The Delhi Acers 
continued their 
hot streak and 
were crowned 
the PBL 2016 
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champions with a thrilling 4-3 victory over 
Mumbai Rockets in the star-studded final 
with Rajiv Ouseph winning the final match, 
Delhi‘s nominated trump game, against RMV 
Gurusaidutt 15-11, 15-6 to overturn a 2-3 
deficit.

Chris Gayle equals record for 
fastest T20 Fifty: 

Chris Gayle has smashed the equal-fastest fifty 
in the history of Twenty20 cricket, taking just 
12 balls to reach the mark during a whirlwind 
knock for the Renegades against Adelaide 
Strikers. Yuvraj Singh had set the record at the 
2007 Twenty20 World Cup against England in 
Durban - a knock that included six sixes in an 
over from Stuart Broad.

Gayle also holds the record for the fastest 
Twenty20 ton. He achieved the feat during 
the 2013 Indian Premier League for Royal 
Challengers Bangalore, reaching the triple-
figure mark in just 30 balls against Pune 
Warriors. The Jamaican is also the holder of 
the record for fastest double hundred in ODIs. 
He scored a double ton off just 138 balls against 
Zimbabwe in the 2015 World Cup.

Ivan Popov claims 14th Delhi 
International Chess Title:

The Russian, claimed the 14th Delhi 
International Chess title defeating the 
Hungarian runner up Aittle Czebe and 
Ukraine’s Valeriy Neverov. M.R. Lalith Babu 
justified his presence in the event as the 
highest-rated Indian and defeated Ukraine’s 

27

28

Yuri Solodovnichenko in 68 moves to be among 
the six players tied for the fourth spot with 7.5 
points.

Uttar Pradesh 
wins maiden 
Syed Mushtaq 
Ali Trophy:
 
Uttar Pradesh 
clinched their 
maiden Syed 
Mushtaq Ali T20 
Trophy with a 
thumping 38-run 

win over two-time champions Baroda in the 
final under lights at the Wankhede Stadium 
in Mumbai.  The Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy is 
a Twenty20 cricket domestic championship 
in India, organized by Board of Control for 
Cricket in India, among the teams from 
Ranji Trophy. The 2008-09 season was the 
inaugural season for this trophy. It is named 
after a famous Indian cricketer, Syed Mushtaq 
Ali. The 2014/15 trophy was taken by Gujarat 
after having defeated the runners up, Punjab.

India won First 
Blind T20 Asia 
Cup:
 
India defeated 
Pakistan to 
become the 
champions of 
the first edition 
of Blind T20 
Asia Cup at the 

Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, Kochi. Batting 
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first, India set up a target of 280 runs in 20 
overs, in reply of which Pakistan managed 
only a feeble 164. Pakistan had been unbeaten 
in the series when it entered the final match, 
ending up second in the series. Sri Lanka 
secured third position for itself.

PV Sindhu won 
Gold in Malaysia 
Masters:

 
Two-time World 
Championship 
bronze-medallist, 
India’s P.V. 
Sindhu made a 
rousing start to 
the new season 

as she clinched the Malaysia Masters Grand 
Prix Gold title after defeating Scotland’s Kristy 
Gilmour in straight games in the final in 
Penang. This is her second Malaysia Masters 
Grand Prix Gold title, having won it in 2013 
as well. She also completed a hattrick at the 
Macau Open Grand Prix Gold in November last 
year. 

Winners of 2016 Malaysia Masters Grand Prix 
Men’s singles category: Lee Chong Wei 
(Malaysia). 

Men’s doubles category: Markus Fernaldi 
Gideon and Kevin Sanjaya Sukamuljo 
(Indonesia).

Women’s doubles category: Misaki Matsutomo 
and Ayaka Takahashi (Japan). Mixed doubles 
category: Zheng Siwei and Li Yinhui (China).
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Debora Herold 
1st Indian to 
qualify for World 
Championship:

 
 Debora Herold 

has written a 
page in history 
by becoming 
the first Indian 
cyclist to qualify 

for the Track Cycling World Championships 
to be staged in London between 2nd and 6th 
of March, later this year.  The qualification 
criteria for the event involved the points 
accumulated by cyclists in the Union Cycliste 
Internationale(UCI) conducted events and the 
20-year-old from the Andamans had quite 
a exceptional performance where she won 5 
medals at the Taiwan Cup Track International 
Classic, that was held in October, that included 
one gold, three silver medals  and one bronze 
medal.

Heena Sindhu 
secured quota 
for RIO 16: 

 
India’s top 
pistol shooter 
Heena Sidhu 
has secured an 
Olympic quota for 
the country with 
a start to finish 

victory in the women’s 10-m air pistol event 
on day one of the Asian Olympic Qualifiers for 
Shooting.
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A current world record holder and former 
world number one, Heena shot 199.4 in the 
eight-women finals to finish ahead of Chinese 
Taipei’s Tien Chia Chen (198.1) and Gim Yun 
Mi (177.9) of Korea at the Dr. Karni Singh 
Shooting Range.

Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul 
retired from 
international 
cricket:

 
The West 
Indies batsman 
Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul 
has announced 

his retirement from international cricket. The 
41-year-old from Guyana, who made his debut 
against England in 1994, amassed more than 
20,000 runs in the three forms of the game. His 
final game was against England in Barbados 
in May last year and he was dropped for the 
following Test series against Australia, with 
the West Indies Cricket Board wanting to give 
younger players a chance. 

Konta becomes 
1st Brit woman 
in a Major semi 
in 33 yrs in 
Australian Open:
 
Johanna Konta, 
Australia born 
Briton, booked her 
place in the semi-

finals of the Australian Open, after defeating 
Chinese qualifier Zhang Shuai. Konta, who lost 
in the first round of qualifying here 12 months 
ago, will be the first British woman to play in 
the last four here since Sue Barker in 1977. 
That was also the last year that Britain had 
two representatives in the singles semi-finals 
of a Grand Slam tournament. 

The last British woman to win the Australian 
Open was Virginia Wade in 1972, while the 
last British woman to play in any Grand Slam 
semi-final was Jo Durie at the 1983 US Open.

FIH has announced the winners 
of its Hockey Star awards 2015:

The International Hockey Federation (FIH) has 
announced the Hockey Stars 2015 Coach of 
the Year and Umpire of the Year awards. Great 
Britain assistant coach Karen Brown won the 
women’s Coach of the Year while Ireland’s 
South African coach Craig Fulton picked 
up the men’s Coach of the Year. Gibraltar’s 
Nathan Stagno is named men’s Umpire of the 
Year while South Africa’s Michelle Joubert was 
awarded the women’s Umpire of the Year.

David Warner 
wins Allan Border 
Medal:
 
David Warner, 
vice captain of 
the Australian 
Cricket team, was 
awarded the Allan 
Border medal. The 
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Allan Border Medal is considered to be the 
most prestigious individual prize in Australian 
cricket. First awarded in 2000, the medal is 
named after former Australian captain Allan 
Border and recognises the most outstanding 
Australian cricketer of the past season as voted 
by his peers, the media and umpires. Votes 
are cast after each game on a 3–2–1 basis, 
with a weighting applied to give both One Day 
International and Test players an equal chance 
of winning the award.

Ishika Shah wins 
12th Sub-Junior 
National Snooker 
championship 
title:

 
14-year old 
Ishika Shah 
on 26 January 
2016 won the 
12th Sub-Junior 

National Snooker championship title in Indore, 
Madhya Prad esh. To win the title, she defeated 
Anushi Seth by 50-2, 50-33 in the final match.

To reach the finals, she defeated the defending 
champion Doyel Dey in the semi-final. 
Incidentally, Ishika lost the title to Doyel in 
the summit clash held in Kolkata in 2015. 
However, Doyel retained the sub-junior billiards 
title. The title was awarded to her when the 
original winner, Lahiri Sinapara, was found 
two months over-aged than the prescribed 18 
years age limit.

Both the snooker and billiards championship 
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were held as part of the 20-day long National 
Billiards & Snooker Championship 2016 that 
began on 12 January 2016 in Indore.

Mirza Hingis Win 
Australian Open 
doubles title:
 
The winning 
duo secured 
the Australian 
Open Doubles 
title by defeating 
the Czech 
combination of 

Andrea Hlavackova and Lucie Hradecka. This 
is the third successive Grand Slam doubles title 
victory for Sania and Martina and their maiden 
Australian Open title as a pair adding to their 
Wimbledon and US Open title victories in 2015. 
Continuing their superb form this year, Sania 
and Martina extended their unbeaten run to 36 
with this title triumph. They won back-to-back 
titles at the Brisbane and Sydney International 
events, before starting their Australian Open 
campaign.

Abhinav Bindra 
honored by 
International 
shooting body:
 
Olympic cha-
mpion Abhinav 
Bindra was 
awarded the 
Diploma of Honour 
and President‘s 
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Button by the International Shooting Sport 
Federation (ISSF) as an acknowledgment to his 
„contribution as an athlete“ to the sport.

The 33-year-old Beijing Olympic gold medallist 
was bestowed the honour by ISSF President 
Olegario Vazquez Rana on the sidelines of 
the Asia Olympic Qualifying Competition at 
the Dr. Karni Singh Shooting Range in Delhi. 
Bindra, who shot to fame after clinching the 
gold medal in 10m air rifle in the summer of 
2008 in Beijing, is also the chairman of ISSF’s 
Athletes Committee.

Navneet, San-
tosh bag single 
sculls golds 
at Senior 
National Rowing 
Championship:
 
Navneet and 
Harpreet Kaur 
won the women’s 
doubles sculls 

timing 7:42.94. Navneet Kaur of Punjab clinched 
the honours in the women’s single sculls in the 
34th Senior national rowing championship at 
Hussain Sagar Lake, Hyderabad. The all-India 
Police team of Lachhman Singh, Sushil Kumar, 
Robin Mangar and Rohit Kumar clinched gold 
in the men’s coxless fours event.
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Ayonika Paul 
clinches Spot 
at Rio Olympics 
2016:

 
India secured 
their 11th 
Olympic quota 
from shooting 
today when 
Ayonika Paul 

bagged the silver in women‘s 10m air rifle. 
Pooja Ghatkar narrowly missed out on a berth 
at the quadrennial extravaganza in a high-
scoring final at the Asia Olympic Qualifying 
Competition. In the men‘s 50m pistol, Omkar 
Singh could not make the podium as he 
finished fifth after shooting 147.0 in the final.

Kerber won 1st 
Grand slam 
Title:

 
Serena Williams 
had been the 
outstanding 
favourite to claim 
her 22nd major 
trophy, but the 
28-year-old 

Angelique Kerber, competing in her first Grand 
Slam final, played the match of her life to win 
6-4  3-6 6-4. Kerber is the first German to win 
a Grand Slam singles title since Graf won her 
last in 1999.
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India signs 
Financing 
Agreement with 
World Bank:
 
India signed 
Financing Agree-
ment with World 
Bank for US$50 
Million for Nai 
Manzil Education 

and Skills Training for Minorities.
 
Features of the Project:
1. The project takes an integrated and 

holistic approach towards education 
and skill development of the minority 
youth, to address the high dropout and 
unemployment rate among them.

2. Minority BPL (below poverty line) youth 
in the age group of 17-35 years will be 
the main beneficiaries of the project.

3. Improvement in the education 
attainment of the minority youth in 
the project area and improvement in 
their employability skills are among the 
expected outcomes of the project. 

4. The project will follow result based 
financing modality, and project funds 
will be disbursed on achievement of 
specific results such as number of 
student enrolled, number of students 
successfully completing education and 
skill components etc.

1
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ECONOMICS
Pradhan Mantri Nai Manzil Scheme Yojana:
Nai Manzil Scheme has been launched by 
the central government to enable students of 
madrasas to cope up with the contemporary 
education system and provide them skill 
training so that they could earn their leaving 
once they move out of the madrasas.
English and Science will be included in the 
education. Thus, this initiative from the 
government would serve to help these students 
adjust with the contemporary education.

NDC to be scrapped, NITI Aayog council 
likely to get its powers:
The Union government is all set to scrap the 
National Development Council (NDC). In this 
regard, the Cabinet will take up its closure 
and also pass a resolution for transferring its 
powers to the Governing Council of the NITI 
Aayog shortly.

National Development Council:
The National Development Council (NDC) was 
set up on 6 August, 1952 by an executive order 
of the government.  

Objectives:
(a) To strengthen and mobilise the effort 

and resources of the nation in support 
of the national development plans;

(b) To promote common economic policies 
in all vital spheres, and

(c) To ensure the balanced and rapid 
development of all parts of the country.
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The functions of the NDC are:
(a) To review the working of the National 

Plan from time to time;
(b) To consider important questions of 

social and economic policy affecting 
national development.

(c) To recommend measures for the 
achievement of the aims and targets set 
out in the National Plan.

The NDC initially comprised of the Prime 
Minister of India, the Chief Ministers of all 
States and the Members of the Planning 
Commission.

Odd-Even Scheme Rolled Out:
Odd-Even Scheme rolled out in Delhi. After 
receiving the title of most polluted city in world, 
Delhi government has rolled out this scheme. 
Its aim is to decrease the pollution in the city 
and improving the air quality Index.

Features of the Scheme:
Traffic is formulated according to their serial 
numbers. Odd numbers will occupy the roads 
on one day and even on another. Two- wheelers 
and public transport are out of the ambit of 
this scheme.

Air quality Index:
National Air Quality Index was launched by the 
Prime Minister in April, 2015 starting with 14 
cities to disseminate air quality information. 
The AQI has six categories of air quality, viz 
Good, Satisfactory, Moderately Polluted, Poor, 
Very Poor and Severe with distinct colour 
scheme. Each of these categories is associated 
with likely health impacts. AQI considers eight 

pollutants (PM10, PM 2.5, NO2, SO2, CO, 
O3, NH3 and Pb) for which (up to 24-hourly 
averaging period) National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards are prescribed.

National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) comprise 12 pollutants, out of which, 
three pollutants namely PM10, SO2 and NO2 
are monitored at 612 locations in 254 cities/
towns by Central Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB) in association with various State 
Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) and Pollution 
Control Committees (PCCs) for UTs.

New technique to help drones manoeuvre 
safely in mountains:
Scientists have developed a new technology 
that can allow unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) 
to manoeuvre safely in plateau mountain 
regions.

Features:
1. High span chord ratio wings: It provides 

more lifting force at a relatively low 
airspeed.

2. Variable thrust direction (VTD) 
technology: It is a type of thrust vectoring 
control (TVC) approach that allows 
manipulating the directions of thrust to 
the fuselage of the aircraft. It enhances 
the manoeuvrability of the UAV.

Unmanned Ariel Vehicles:
The UAV is an acronym for Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle, which is an aircraft with no pilot on 
board. 

UAVs can be remote controlled aircraft (e.g. 
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flown by a pilot at a ground control station) 
or can fly autonomously based on pre-
programmed flight plans or more complex 
dynamic automation systems.

UAV Types:
1. Target and decoy-providing ground and 

aerial gunnery a target that simulates 
an enemy aircraft or missile

2. Reconnaissance - providing battlefield 
intelligence

3. Combat-providing attack capability 
for high-risk missions (see Unmanned 
Combat Air Vehicle)

4. Research and development - used to 
further develop UAV technologies to 
be integrated into field deployed UAV 
aircraft

5. Civil and Commercial UAVs-UAVs 
specifically designed for civil and 
commercial applications.

UN ushers in ambitious 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals.
With the end of Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) in 2015, United nations has 
announced 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
to banish a host of social ills by 2030.

The Paris Conference on climate change in 
December is seen by many as the first test of 
political will to implement the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.

Those 17 goals are:
1. No poverty
2. Zero Hunger
3. Good Health and well being

4. Quality Education
5. Gender Equality
6. Clean water and sanitation.
7. Affordable and clean energy
8. Decent work and economic growth.
9. Industry, innovation and infrastructure
10. Reduced inequalities
11. Sustainable cities and communities
12. Responsible consumption and 

production
13. Climate Action
14. Life below water
15. Life on Land
16. Peace, Justice and strong institutions
17. Partnership for the goals

Sustainable Goals.
The Sustainable Development Goals, otherwise 
known as the Global Goals, build on the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), eight 
anti-poverty targets that the world committed 
to achieving by 2015. The MDGs, adopted in 
2000, aimed at an array of issues that included 
slashing poverty, hunger, disease, gender 
inequality, and access to water and sanitation. 
Enormous progress has been made on the 
MDGs, showing the value of a unifying agenda 
underpinned by goals and targets. Despite this 
success, the indignity of poverty has not been 
ended for all.

The new SDGs, and the broader sustainability 
agenda, go much further than the MDGs, 
addressing the root causes of poverty and the 
universal need for development that works for 
all people.
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India‘s initiative to achieve the SDG goals:
1. ‘Make in India’, 
2. ‘Digital India’, 
3. ‘Smart Cities’ and the 
4. ‘Skills India’ 

DAVA project wins 2015 eASIA Award
The Department of Commerce’s DAVA (Drug 
Authentication and Verification Application) 
project has won the 2015 eASIA Award under 
Trade Facilitation category as announced by 
Asia Pacific Council for Trade Facilitation and 
Electronic Business (AFACT) in Tehran, Iran. 
DAVA Project

Launched on June 29, 2015
Objective: to create an integrated platform for 
implementation of the Track and Trace system 
both for exports and domestic markets of 
Drugs and Pharmaceuticals.
Aim: to cover all the drugs manufactured in 
India. Indian Pharmaceutical industry has 
approximately 250 large units and more than 
8,000 small and medium scale units.

Features:
1. The project will provide simpler means 

to the consumer and regulatory agencies 
for establishing drug authentication 
and protect the India’s Brand image in 
international trade. 

2. When fully implemented, the export of 
fake or spurious drug from the country 
will not be possible and in case it 
happens it would be easily traceable.

Direct transfer 
of kerosene 
subsidy:
 
Centre announced 
a scheme to 
implement direct 
benefit transfers 
(DBT) for kerosene 
subsidies starting 
April 1 this year. 

DBT Scheme is already implemented for LPG 
users.

Under the scheme, the consumer would be 
required to pay the full un-subsidised price of 
kerosene at the time of purchase. The subsidy 
amount will then be subsequently directly 
transferred to their bank account.

Eight states-Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Punjab, and Rajasthan have 
already agreed to initiate direct cash transfers 
of kerosene subsidies in a few of their districts.

Direct Benefit Transfer:
The purpose of Direct Benefits Transfer is to 
ensure that benefits go to individuals‘ bank 
accounts electronically, minimising tiers 
involved in fund flow thereby reducing delay 
in payment, ensuring accurate targeting of 
the beneficiary and curbing pilferage and 
duplication. Accounts are linked through 
UIDAI number.

 

2

KeRoSene SubSidY



ISSUE 1, JANAUARY 2016

75

Two Advisers 
appointed for 
Arunachal 
Governor:
 
Following the 
imposition of 
President‘s rule 
in Arunachal 
Pradesh, Former 
Delhi Police 

Commissioner Y S Dadwal and retired IAS 
officer G S Patnaik have been appointed as 
advisors to the state Governor Jyoti Prasad 
Rajkhowa. President’s Rule wa applied on the 
state under article 356 of the constitution 
on the grounds of political instability created 
when the Supreme Court ordered the state 
government to cease Legislative Council’s 
session.

Two Advisers appointed for Arunachal 
Governor:
 
Following the imposition of President‘s rule 
in Arunachal Pradesh, Former Delhi Police 
Commissioner Y S Dadwal and retired IAS 
officer G S Patnaik have been appointed as 
advisors to the state Governor Jyoti Prasad 
Rajkhowa. President’s Rule wa applied on the 
state under article 356 of the constitution 
on the grounds of political instability created 
when the Supreme Court ordered the state 
government to cease Legislative Council’s 
session.
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Apollo Munich 
ties up with Axis 
Bank:
 
Standalone 
health insurance 
company Apollo 
Munich today 
announced its 
partnership with 
Axis Bank for 

offering bank customers customised insurance 
policies. Apollo Hospitals Group firm Apollo 
Energy company announced selling of its 
23.3 per cent stake in Apollo Munich Health 
Insurance company to its German partner 
Munich Re for Rs. 163.5 crore. 

Post the transaction, Munich Re’s stake in the 
insurance joint venture would increase to 48.7 
per cent. Apollo Munich Health Insurance has 
distribution partnership with Canara Bank, 
Indian Overseas Bank and Citi.

India gets more 
voting rights in 
IMF reforms:
 
Emerging and 
developing 
economies gained 
more influence in 
the governance 
architecture of 
the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF). India’s voting rights 
increase to 2.6 per cent from the current 2.3 per 
cent, and China’s, to six per cent from 3.8, as 

4
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per the new division. Russia and Brazil are the 
other two countries that gain from the reforms. 
More than six per cent of the quota shares will 
shift to emerging and developing countries 
from the U.S. and European countries.

As part of the reforms, for the first time, the 
IMF’s Executive Board will consist entirely 
of elected Executive Directors, ending the 
category of appointed Executive Directors. 
Currently the members with the five largest 
quotas appoint an Executive Director, a 
position that will cease to exist. 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is an 
organization of 188 countries, working to foster 
global monetary cooperation, secure financial 
stability, facilitate international trade, promote 
high employment and sustainable economic 
growth, and reduce poverty around the 
world. Formed in 1944 at the Bretton Woods 
Conference, it came into formal existence in 
1945 with 29 member countries and the goal 
of reconstructing the international payment 
system. With its headquarters at Washington 
D.C., its Managing Director currently is 
Christian Lagarde.
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Priyanka Chopra 
1st Indian to bag 
People‘s choice 
award:
 
Bollywood star 
Priyanka Chopra 
has bagged the 
favourite actress 
in new TV series 
honour at the 

2016 People Choice Awards for her performance 
of an FBI recruit on American show Quantico. 
Priyanka becomes the first Indian actor to 
register a win at the People Choice Awards. She 
beat popular Hollywood and TV actresses like 
Emma Roberts, Jamie Lee Curtis, Lea Michele 
and Marcia Gay Harden to bag the award.

Premji most 
generous Indian:

 
Azim Premji, 
70, chairman 
of Wipro, is the 
most generous 
Indian of the year 
for the third time 
in a row with 
donations worth 

Rs. 27,514 crore to the education sector, says 
Hurun India Philanthropy List 2015. The top 
five contributors on the list belonged to the 
information technology industry. Mr. Premji 
is followed by Nandan Nilekani and wife, 

AwArdS
1
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Rohini Nilekani, with donations of Rs. 2,404 
crore, while Infosys co-founder N.R. Narayana 
Murthy stood third with donations of Rs. 1,322 
crore.

73rd Golden 
Globes Awards:

 
The 73rd Golden 
Globe Awards 
honored the 
best in film 
and American 
television of 
2015 and was 
broadcast live on 

January 10, 2016, from The Beverly Hilton in 
Beverly Hills, California. The winners of the 
year 2016 are

BEST MOTION PICTURE, DRAMA
The Revenant
BEST MOTION PICTURE, MUSICAL OR 
COMEDY
The Martian
BEST DIRECTOR
Alejandro G. Iñárritu, The Revenant
BEST ACTOR, DRAMA
Leonardo DiCaprio, The Revenant
BEST ACTRESS, DRAMA
Brie Larson, Room
BEST ACTOR, MUSICAL OR COMEDY
Matt Damon, The Martian
BEST ACTRESS, MUSICAL OR COMEDY
Jennifer Lawrence, Joy
BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR
Sylvester Stallone, Creed
BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS

3
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Kate Winslet, Steve Jobs
BEST SCREENPLAY
Aaron Sorkin, Steve Jobs
BEST ANIMATED FILM
Inside Out
BEST FOREIGN-LANGUAGE PICTURE
Son of Saul
BEST ORIGINAL SCORE
Ennio Morricone, The Hateful Eight
BEST ORIGINAL SONG
Sam Smith and Jimmy Napes,  Writing‘s on 
the Wall. 

Wendell Lira 
Wins 2015 FIFA 
Puskas Awards:
 
The FIFA Puskas 
Award is an award 
established on 20 
October 2009 by 
the Fédération 
Internationale 
de Football 

Association (FIFA) at the behest of its president, 
Sepp Blatter, in order to award the player, 
male or female, judged to have scored the most 
aesthetically significant, or „most beautiful“, 
goal of the year. Wendell Lira won the 2015 
FIFA Puskas Award for his spinning bicycle 
kick while playing for Goianesia in the Brazilian 
Goias state championship. Lira, 27, upset the 
favoured Lionel Messi, who was a finalist for 
his goal for Barcelona against Athletic Bilbao 
in May‘s Copa del Rey final.

4
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Kullu folk dance 
in Guinness 
Book:
 
The colourful 
Kullu folk dance 
(Nati), which saw 
participation of 
20,000 dancers 
during Kullu 
Dussehra festival 

on October 26 last year, has entered the 
Guinness book of world records. In the Nati, 
10,000 men and women attired in traditional 
Kullu dress performed at Dhalpur Ground 
during Kullu Dussehra festival on October 26 
last year. The jamboree of over 20,000 people 
danced to spread the message of ‚Beti Hai 
Anmol‘ (Girl child is precious).

Amitabh 
Bachchan gets 
Mohammedan 
Sporting life 
membership:
 
Bollywood 
megastar Amitabh 
Bachchan was 
on bestowed the 
honorary life 

membership of Kolkata’s famed soccer outfit 
Mohammedan Sporting which is celebrating 
its 125th anniversary this year. Sporting 
president and Lok Sabha member Sultan 
Ahmed handed over the club‘s life membership 
to Mr. Bachchan.

5
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EPFO bags 
National 
Award on 
e-Governance:
 
The Employees’ 
Provident Fund 
Organisation 
has won the 
National Award 
on e-Governance 

2015-16 for launching the Universal Account 
Number (UAN). The UAN facility enables workers 
to transfer their provident fund deposits while 
switching jobs anywhere in India easily. The 
EPFO won the gold award in the ‘innovative 
use of technology in e-governance’ category 
and the retirement body will get a cash prize 
of Rs 2 lakh.

Subhashini 
Vasanth wins the 
Neerja Bhanot 
Award:
 
Bengaluru-
based activist 
Subhashini 
Vasanth on 13th 
January 2016 
was honoured 

with Neerja Bhanot Award. She was presented 
the award for her endeavour to help people 
in distress and for empowering widows of 
martyrs and their families across the country. 
Bollywood actor Sonam Kapoor presented 
the award to Vasanth at a ceremony held in 
Chandigarh. 

7
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About Neerja Bhanot Award:
• The Neerja Bhanot Award is an award of 

recognition conferred once a year by the 
The Neerja Bhanot Pan Am Trust in India.

• It is awarded to an Indian woman, subjected 
to social injustice, who faces the situation 
with grit and determination and extends 
help to other women in similar distress.

• The annual Neerja Bhanot Award was 
instituted in 1990 and named in honour of 
Senior Flight Purser, Neerja Bhanot, who 
saved hundreds of lives while sacrificing 
her own, during a Pan Am Flight 73 hijack 
at Karachi Airport in September 1986.

• The award carries a cash prize of Rs 1.5 
lakh, a citation and a trophy.

Film fare awards 2016:
 61st Filmfare Awards were 

commenced on 15th Jan, at Yash 
Raj studios, Mumbai.  

Best Actor: Ranveer Singh for ‚Bajirao Mastani‘
Best Actress: Deepika Padukone for ‚Piku‘
Best Film: ‚Bajirao Mastani‘

Best Director: Sanjay Leela Bhansali for 
‚Bajirao Mastani‘

Lifetime Achievement: Moushumi Chatterjee

Best Actor in a Supporting Role (Male): Anil 
Kapoor for ‚Dil Dhadakne Do‘
 
Best Actor in a Supporting Role (Female): 
Priyanka Chopra for ‚Bajirao Mastani‘

9
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PM Modi conferred the Times 
Now Amazing Indians Awards 
2016
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 14 January 
2016 conferred the Times Now Amazing Indians 
Awards 2016 to all the awardees.
 
The awards were given by Times Now in 
recognition of extraordinary achievers, ordinary 
people whose work shaped many lives.

List of Awardees

name category Achievement
Late Kallen Pokkudan The Eco Saviours Known 

as Mangrove Man of 
India for preserving the 
wetlands and the eco 
system was what he lived 
for

S Ramakrishnan Unstoppable Indians for 
work done for welfare of 
people with physical & 
mental impairments

Sunita Aralikar Stree 
Shakthi

for her work championing 
cause of women 
empowerment, girl child 
adoption

Popatrao Pawar The 
Grass Roots Soldiers

He has brought along 
wing of change in his 
village hiware bazaar in 
Maharashtra by being a 
Sarpanch

Timothy Indian at 
Heart

Dedicated to find shelter 
for homeless kids

10 mathews K mathew energising india for 
devising a solar mosquito 
trapper cum destroyer to 
mosquitoes.

Malavath Poorna Young 
Indians, Big Achievements

She became the youngest 
female (13 Years) climber 
in the world to scale Mt. 
Everest

Damini Sen Born without Arms in 
Raipur and holds a world 
record of largest number 
of drawing made by Toes 
in an hour.

Murugan S Ordinary 
Indians, Extraordinary 
Achievement

For rescuing and 
rehabilitating thousands 
of street children by 
being an auto rickshaw 
driver.

Tsai Ing-wen 
elected first 
woman president 
for Taiwan:

 
The people of 
Taiwan elected 
their first female 
President 
a bookish 
technocrat 

who has vowed to put domestic concerns 
above deepened ties with China, which are 
increasingly seen here as a poisoned chalice.

Tsai Ing-wen, a U.S.- and U.K.-trained scientist, 
and leader of the Beijing-skeptic Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP), took some 56% of the 
vote to end eight years of Nationalist Party 
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(Kuomintang or KMT) rule blighted by anemic 
growth and soaring inequality.

Ankita Anand wins the Lorenzo 
Natali Media Prize:

The Delhi-based Journalist-writer, Ankita 
Anand has won the prestigious 2015 Lorenzo 
Natali Media Prize in Asia and the Pacific 
– Amateur category. She earned the award 
for her sensitive portrayal of life for young 
women facing the threat of the diktat of khap 
panchayats in Haryana with the title ‘Stirrings 
beneath the peepul’ published in the journal 
The Equator Linel. The award is organized 
by the European Commission’s Directorate-
General for International Cooperation and 
Development since 1992 to journalists for 
outstanding reporting on development and 
poverty eradication. The award entails a trophy 
and a money prize of 5000 euros. The 2015 
edition of the Lorenzo Natali Media Prize has 
launched under the motto “Todays stories can 
change our tomorrow”.

Easterine Kire wins The Hindu 
Prize:
 

Easterine Kire, poet, novelist and children’s 
writer from Nagaland, won The Hindu Prize, 
2015, for her novel When the River Sleeps, a 
book about a lone hunter seeking a faraway 
river, to take from it a stone that will give him 
untold powers.

Ms. Kire was one of the six authors shortlisted 

12
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from nearly 60 entries for the sixth edition 
of the prize. The shortlisted books included 
Amit Chaudhuri’s Odysseus Abroad; Amitav 
Ghosh’s Flood of Fire; Anuradha Roy’s Sleeping 
on Jupiter; Janice Pariat’s Seahorse and 
Siddharth Chowdhury’s The Patna Manual of 
Style.

Anuradha Roy 
wins 2016 DSC 
Prize:
 
India’s Anuradha 
Roy has won 
the DSC Prize 
for South Asian 
Literature 2016 
for her novel, 
Sleeping on 

Jupiter, which deals with the subject of 
violence against women. At the Fairway Galle 
Literary Festival in Galle, about 130 km 
south of Colombo, Sri Lanka Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe on Saturday presented 
her the prize, which carried a cash award of 
$50,000 and a trophy, according to a release. 
Other authors and novels in contention for 
this year’s prize were: Akhil Sharma (Family 
Life); K.R. Meera (Hangwoman) [translated by 
J. Devika]; Mirza Waheed (The Book of Gold 
Leaves), Neel Mukherjee (The Lives of Others) 
and Raj Kamal Jha (She Will Build Him A City).

Now in its sixth edition, the DSC Prize received 
74 entries this time with participation from 
publishers from the South Asian region as 
well as from countries such as the U.K., U.S., 
Canada, Australia and South Africa. For 

14
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this year’s prize, the jury included Mr. Tully; 
Dennis Walder, emeritus professor of literature 
at the Open University, U.K.; Karen Allman, 
book seller; Neloufer de Mel, senior professor 
of English at the University of Colombo, Sri 
Lanka and Syed Manzoorul Islam, writer-critic 
from Bangladesh.

Honors 25 
Children with 
Bravery Awards:
 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
on January 24 
presented the 
National Bravery 
Awards to 25 
children. He 

congratulated the children along with their 
parents for their bravery to help “fellow human 
beings in distress”. The National Bravery Award 
scheme was initiated by the ICCW to give 
due recognition to children who distinguish 
themselves by performing outstanding deeds of 
bravery and meritorious service and to inspire 
other children to emulate their examples. 
The awards are usually announced on 14 
November, Children‘s Day, or in January the 
following year, and later presented by the prime 
minister on the eve of the Republic Day, and 
prior to this the President hosts a reception 
in their honour, where the children meet the 
media. On 26 January, the awardees take part 
in the Republic Day Parade at Rajpath, New 
Delhi.

15
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Books on Param 
Veer Chakra 
Awardees 
launched: 
 
A series of 
five books, 
for children, 
illustrative of the 
story of Param 
Veer Chakra 

awardees, was released by the Defense 
Minister, Manohar Parrikar. ‚Veergatha‘ series 
seeks to introduce the great acts of bravery of 
the ‚Param Veer Chakra‘ awardees to instill a 
sense of inspiration and patriotism in children.  
The five books being released illustrate saga 
of bravery of Major Somnath Sharma (1947 
war), Major Shaitan Singh (1962 war), CQMH 
Abdul Hamid (1965 war), Second Lieutenant 
Arun Khetarpal (1971 war) and Captain Manoj 
Kumar Pandey (1999 Kargil war).

Padma Awards for 2016: 
 

This is stupid. There are 112 nominees. Can’t 
list them all.

Former Comptroller and Auditor General of 
India Vinod Rai, actor Rajinikanth, spiritual 
guru Sri Sri Ravishankar and tennis player 
Sania Mirza are on the list of 112 Padma 
awardees whose names were announced. The 
awards will be given across three categories: 
the Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan 
and Padma Shri. These awards are given on 
Republic Day, for the over six decades now, to 
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people who the government recognises have 
excelled in their fields.

Rekha honoured 
with Yash 
Chopra Memorial 
Awards:
 
Veteran 
Bollywood actress 
Rekha was 
honoured with 
the third Yash 
Chopra Memorial 

Award in Mumbai on January 25. Maharashtra 
Governor C Vidyasagar Rao presented the 
award to the actress in recognition of her talent 
and contribution to the film industry. The 
Foundation annually honours a distinguished 
senior film personality for outstanding 
contribution to film industry with a Gold Medal 
and a cash prize of Rs 10 lakh. The award 
has been instituted by the TSR Foundation 
of T Subbarami Reddy in the memory of the 
producer-director, who died in 2012.

Lance Naik 
Mohan Nath 
Goswami 
(Posthumously) 
awarded Ashok 
Chakra:
 
Lance Naik Mohan 
Nath Goswami 
of the Special 
Forces, who took 

part in back-to-back operations in Jammu 

18

ReKha

19

mohan nath goSwami 

and Kashmir which resulted in killing of 10 
terrorists in 11 days before being martyred, was 
posthumously awarded the Ashok Chakra, the 
country‘s highest peacetime gallantry award, 
by President Pranab Mukherjee. 

The Ashoka Chakra is India‘s highest peacetime 
military decoration awarded for valor, 
courageous action or self-sacrifice away from 
the battlefield. It is the peace time equivalent 
of the Param Vir Chakra, and is awarded for 
the „most conspicuous bravery or some daring 
or pre-eminent valor or self-sacrifice“ other 
than in the face of the enemy. The decoration 
may be awarded either to military or civilian 
personnel and may be awarded posthumously. 
It replaced the British George Cross. 

Other Award: 
Ashok Chakra 
Lance Naik Mohan Nath Goswami 
(Posthumous), 9 PARA (Special Force)
 
Kirti Chakra 
Subedar Mahendra Singh, Sena Medal, 9 PARA 
(Special Force)
 
Sepoy Jagdish Chand (Posthumous), 546 DSC 
Platoon
 
Shaurya Chakra 
Colonel Santosh Yashwant Mahadik 
(Posthumous), Sena Medal, 41 Rashtriya Rifle 
(PARA)
Major Praphul Kumar Bhardwaj, 12 PARA 
(Special Force)
Major Anurag Kumar, 9 PARA (Special Force)
Major Sandip Yadav, 55 Rashtriya Rifle (Armed)
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Lieutenant Harjinder Singh,  3 KUMAON
 
Naik Satish Kumar (Posthumous), 21 Rashtriya 
Rifle (Guards)
 
Naik Kheem Singh Mehra, 21 KUMAON
 
Sepoy Dharma Ram (Posthumous), 1 Rashtriya 
Rifle (MAHAR)

Padma Awards 
2016 list:
 
The list comprises 
10 Padma 
Vibhushan, 19 
Padma Bhushan 
and 83 Padma 
Shri awardees. 
Here‘s the 
complete list.

The Padma Vibhushan is the second-
highest civilian award of the Republic of 
India. Instituted on 2 January 1954, the 
award is given for the „exceptional and 
distinguished service“, without distinction of 
race, occupation, position, or sex. The criteria 
includes the „service in any field including 
service rendered by Government servants“ but 
excluding those working with the Public sector 
undertakings with the exception of doctors 
and scientists. The award has been bestowed 
on 294 individuals, including 6 posthumous 
and 19 non-citizen recipients.

20

Padma awaRdS 

Padma Vibhushan

Ms. Yamini Krishnamurthi - Art-Classical 
dance - Delhi
2. Shri Rajinikanth - Art-Cinema - Tamil 

Nadu
3. Smt Girija Devi - Art-Classical Vocal - West 

Bengal
4. Shri Ramoji Rao - Literature & Education-

Journalism - Andhra Pradesh
5. Dr Viswanathan Shanta - Medicine-

Oncology - Tamil Nadu
6. Shri Shri Ravi Shankar - Others-

Spiritualism - Karnataka
7. Shri Jagmohan - Public Affairs - Delhi
8. Dr Vasudev Kalkunte Aatre - Science & 

Engineering - Karnataka
9. Shri Avinash Dixit(Foreigner) - Literature 

& Education - USA
10. Late Shri Dhiru Bhai Ambani (Posthumous) 

- Trade & Industry - Maharashtra

Padma Bhushan

1. Shri   Anupam Kher - Art-Cinema - 
Maharashtra

2. Shri Udit Narayan Jha - Art-Playback 
Singing - Maharashtra

21
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3. Shri Ram V Sutar - Art-Sculpture - Uttar 
Pradesh

4. Shri Heisnam Kanhailal - Art-Theatre - 
Manipur

5. Shri Vinod Rai - Civil Service - Kerala
6. Dr Yarlagadda Lakshmi Prasad - 

Literature & Education - Andhra Pradesh
7. Prof NS Ramanuja Tatacharya - Literature 

& Education - Maharashtra
8. Dr Barjinder Singh Hamdard - Literature 

& Education – Journalism- Punjab
9. Prof D Nageshwar Reddy - Medicine-

Gastroenterology - Telangana
10. Swami Tejomayananda - Other-

Spiritualism - Maharashtra
11. Shri Hafeez Contractor - Others-

Architecture - Maharashtra
12. Shri Ravindra Chandra Bhargava - Public 

Affairs - Uttar Pradesh
13. Dr Venkata Rama Rao - Alla Science & 

Engineering - Andhra Pradesh
14. Ms Saina Nehwal - Sports-Badminton - 

Telangana
15. Ms Sania Mirza - Sports-Tennis - 

Telangana
16. Ms Indu Jain - Trade & Industry - Delhi
17. Late Swami Dayanand Sarawasati 

(Posthumous) - Others-Spiritualism - 
Uttarakhand

18. Shri Robert Blackwill (Foreigner) - Public 
Affairs - USA

19. Shri Pallonji Shapoorji Mistry (NRI/PIO) - 
Trade & Industry - Ireland

List of Padma 
Shri 2016:

The Padma 
Bhushan is the 
third highest 
civilian award in 
the Republic of 
India, after the 
Bharat Ratna 
and the Padma 

Vibhushan, but comes before the Padma Shri. 
It is announced on the occasion of Republic 
Day of India every year. It is conferred by 
the President of India at a function held at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan sometime around March/ 
April.
1. Smt Prathibha Prahlad - Art- Classical 

Dance - Delhi
2. Shri Bhikhudan Gadhvi -Art- Folk Music 

- Gujarat
3. Shri Sribhas Chandra Supakar - Art- 

Textile Designing - Uttar Pradesh
4. Shri Ajay Devgn - Art-Cinema - 

Maharashtra
5. Ms Priyanka Chopra - Art-Cinema - 

Maharashtra
6. Pt Tulsidas Borkar - Art-Classical Music 

- Goa
7. Dr Soma Ghosh - Art-Classical Vocal - 

Uttar Pradesh
8. Shri Nila Madhab Panda - Art-Film 

Direction and Production - Delhi
9. Shri SS Rajamouli - Art-Film Direction 

and Production - Karnataka
10. Shri Madhur Bhandarkar - Art-Film 

Direction and Production - Maharashtra
11. Prof M Venkatesh Kumar - Art-Folk 
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Artist - Karnataka
12. Ms Gulabi Sapera - Art-Folk Dance - 

Rajasthan
13. Smt Mamta Chandrakar - Art-Folk 

Music - Chhattisgarh
14. Ms Malini Awasthi - Art-Folk Music - 

Uttar Pradesh
15. Shri Jai Prakash Lekhiwal - Art-

Miniature Painting - Delhi
16. Shri K Laxma Goud - Art-Painting - 

Telangana
17. Shri Bhalchandra Dattatray Mondhe - 

Art-Photography - Madhya Pradesh
18. Shri Naresh Chander Lal - Art-Theatre & 

Cinema - Andaman & Nicobar
19. Shri Dhirendra Nath Bezbaruah - 

Literature & Education - Assam
20. Shri Prahlad Chandra Tasa - Literature 

& Education - Assam
21. Dr Ravindra Nagar - Literature & 

Education - Delhi
22. Shri Dahyabhai Shastri - Literature & 

Education - Gujarat
23. Dr Santeshivara Bhyrappa - Literature 

& Education - Karnataka
24. Shri Haldar Nag - Literature & Education 

- Odisha
25. Shri Kameshwaram Brahma - Literature 

& Education -Journalism - Assam
26. Prof Pushpesh Pant - Literature & 

Education-Journalism - Delhi
27. Shri Jawaharlal Kaul -Literature & 

Education-Journalism - Jammu & 
Kashmir

28. Shri Ashok Malik - Literature & 
Education - Delhi

29. Dr Mannam Gopi Chand - Medicine-
Cardio Thoracic Surgery - Telangana

30. Prof Ravi Kant - Medicine-Surgery - 
Uttar Pradesh

31. Prof Ram Harsh Singh - Medicine- 
Ayurveda - Uttar Pradesh

32. Prof Shiv Narain Kureel - Medicine- 
Paediatric Surgery - Uttar Pradesh

33. Dr Sabya Sachi Sarkar - Medicine 
-Radiology - Uttar Pradesh

34. Dr Alla Gopala Krishna Gokhale - 
Medicine-Cardiac Surgery - Andhra 
Pradesh

35. Prof TK Lahiri - Medicine-Cardio 
Thoracic Surgery - Uttar Pradesh

36. Dr Praveen Chandra - Medicine-
Cardiology - Delhi

37. Prof (Dr) Daljeet Singh Gambhir - 
Medicine-Cardiology - Uttar Pradesh

38. Dr Chandrasekar Shesadri Thoguluva - 
Medicine-Gastroenterology - Tamil Nadu

39. Dr (Mrs) Anil Kumari Malhotra - 
Medicine-Homeopathy - Delhi

40. Prof MV Padma Srivastava - Medicine-
Neurology- Delhi

41. Dr Sudhir V Shah - Medicine-Neurology 
- Gujarat

42. Dr MM Joshi - Medicine-Ophthalmology 
- Karnataka

43. Prof (Dr) John Ebnezar - Medicine-
Orthopaedic Surgery - Karnataka

44. Dr Nayudamma Yarlagadda - Medicine-
Paediatric Surgery - Andhra Pradesh

45. Shri Simon Oraon - Other -Environment 
Conservation - Jharkhand

46. Shri Imitiaz Qureshi - Other-Culinary - 
Delhi

47. Shri Piyush Pandey - Others-Advertising 
& Communication - Maharashtra

48. Shri Subhash Palekar - Others-Farming 
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- Maharashtra
49. Shri Ravinder Kumar Sinha - Others-

Wildlife Conservation - Bihar
50. Dr HR Nagendra - Others-Yoga - 

Karnataka
51. Shri MC Mehta - Public Affairs - Delhi
52. Shri MN Krishna Mani - Public Affairs - 

Delhi
53. Shri Ujjwal Nikam - Public Affairs - 

Maharashtra
54. Shri Tokheho Sema - Public Affairs - 

Nagaland
55. Dr Satish Kumar - Science & Engineering 

- Delhi
56. Dr Mylswamy Annadurai - Science & 

Engineering - Karnataka
57. Prof Dipankar Chatterji - Science & 

Engineering - Karnataka
58. Prof(Dr) Ganapati Dadasaheb Yadav - 

Science & Engineering - Maharashtra
59. Smt (Prof) Veena Tandon - Science & 

Engineering - Meghalaya
60. Shri Onkar Nath Srivastava - Science 

and Engineering - Uttar Pradesh 
61. Ms Sunita Krishnan - Social Work - 

Andhra Pradesh
62. Shri Ajoy Kumar Dutta - Social Work - 

Assam
63. Shri M Pandit Dasa - Social Work - 

Karnataka
64. Shri PP Gopinathan Nair - Social Work - 

Kerala
65. Smt Madeleine Herman de Blic - Social 

Work - Puducherry
66. Shri Srinivasan Damal Kandalai - Social 

work - Tamil Nadu
67. Shri Sudhakar Olwe - Social Work - 

Maharashtra

68. Dr TV Narayana - Social Work - 
Telangana

69. Shri Arunachalam Murugantham - 
Social Work - Tamil Nadu

70. Ms Deepika Kumari - Sports-Archery - 
Jharkhand

71. S Shri Sushil Doshi - Sports-commentary 
- Madhya Pradesh

72. Shri Mahesh Sharma - Trade & Industry 
- Delhi

73. Shri Saurabh Srivastava - Trade & 
Industry - Delhi

74. Shri Dilip Sanghvi - Trade & Industry - 
Maharashtra

75. Dr Keki Hormusji Gharda - Trade & 
Industry - Maharashtra

76. Late Shri Prakash Chand Surana 
(Posthumous) - Art -Classical Music - 
Rajasthan

77. Late Shri Saeed Jaffrey (NRI/PIO/
Posthumous) - Art-Cinema - UK

78. Shri Michael Postel (Foreigner) - Art-
Archaeology - France

79. Shri Salman Amin Sal Khan (NRI/PIO) - 
Literature & Education - USA

80. Smt Hui Lan Zhang (Foreigner) - Others-
Yoga - China

81. Shri Predrag K Nikic (Foreigner) - Others-
Yoga - Serbia.

82. Dr Sundar Aditya Menon (NRI/PIO) - 
Social Work - UAE.

83. Shri Ajaypal Singh Banga (NRI/PIO) - 
Trade & Industry - US.
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J.K. Rowling 
won PEN award:
 
The free-speech 
organization PEN 
American Center 
says it is giving its 
2016 PEN/Allen 
award to author 
J.K. Rowling. The 
award is named 

after Ernest Hemingway and funded by the 
Ernest Hemingway Foundation, which has 
been administered by the Hemingway Society 
since 1987, and PEN New England. Mary 
Hemingway, a member of PEN, founded the 
award in 1976 both to honor the memory of her 
husband and to recognize distinguished first 
books of fiction. The prize honors „a critically 
acclaimed author whose work embodies its 
mission to oppose repression in any form 
and to champion the best of humanity.“ In 
particular, the award recognizes Rowling‘s two 
charitable foundations — Volant, which works 
to alleviate poverty and social deprivation, 
especially among women and children, and 
Lumos, which helps institutionalized children 
return to family life. Past winners include 
Salman Rushdie, Toni Morrison and Margaret 
Atwood. 

PEN is also honoring Hachette Book Group CEO 
Michael Pietsch. Pietsch joined with several 
other publishers last year in an informal pledge 
to combat censorship of translated books in 
China. Hachette imprint Little, Brown also 
published the posthumous manifesto Open 
Letter: On Blasphemy, Islamophobia, and the 
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True Enemies of Free Expression by Charlie 
Hebdo editor Stephane Charbonnier, who died 
in the terrorist attack on the French satirical 
magazine last year.

Sajeev Koshy 
honoured 
with Order of 
Australia:
 
On the occasion 
of Australia Day, 
Sanjeev Koshy, 
a dentist hailing 
from Kerala, was 
honored with the 

highest Civilian award, the Order of Australia 
for his service to dentistry in Victoria, Australia. 
Koshy is currently the head of the endodontics 
at the Royal Melbourne Dental Hospital, which 
is the teaching hospital for the University of 
Melbourne.

The Order of Australia is an order of chivalry 
established on 14 February 1975 by Elizabeth 
II, Queen of Australia, to recognise Australian 
citizens and other persons for achievement or 
meritorious service.

Waheda Rehman 
gets special 
awards at YIFF:
 
Veteran actress 
Waheeda Rehman 
was honoured 
with a special 
award for her 
contribution 
to the film 
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industry as curtains came down on Yashwant 
International Film Festival. The “6th Yashwant 
International Film Festival-2016,” is a joint 
venture of Yashwantrao Chavan Pratishthan 
and Pune Film Foundation. 

In the past, Ms Rehman has been awarded 
two Filmfare awards for best actress and a 
Filmfare Lifetime Achievement Award. She was 
also honored with the Padma Bhushan for her 
tremendous contribution to Indian Cinema in 
2011.

India won T 20 series against 
Australia:

India recorded their first ever 
bilateral series triumph on Australian soil, as 
they clinched the Twenty20 rubber by taking 
an unassailable 2-0 lead with a comprehensive 
27-run victory in the second match.

Nisid Hajari wins 
2016 William E. 
Colby Award:

 
Indian Author 
and foreign affairs 
expert has won the 
prestigious 2016 
William E. Colby 
Award for his 
book Midnight’s 

Furies: The Deadly Legacy of India’s Partition. 
His book The Midnight’s Furies is based on 
partition history of India and Pakistan in 1947 
and the violence that surrounded it.
William E. Colby Award is an annual award 
given by the William E. Colby Military Writers’ 
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Symposium Norwich University in 1999. 
It is bestowed upon first-time authors in 
recognition of their work in fiction or non-fiction 
for understanding of intelligence operations, 
military history or international affairs. It has 
been named after former Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) Director William Egan Colby. The 
award carries US 5000 dollars in the form of 
author honorarium provided through a grant 
from the Chicago-based Tawani Foundation.

Social justice 
award for Nitish 
Kumar:

 
 Nitish Kumar has 

been chosen for 
the K Veeramani 
Award for Social 
Justice 2015 for 
his contribution 
towards social 

justice as Chief Minister. The award is given 
away by Periyar International, a Chicago-based 
voluntary organisation. 

The annual award has been instituted by US-
based Periyar International, an organisation 
of non-resident followers of Dalit icon Periyar 
EV Ramasami. The award has been named 
after K Veeramani, the President of Dravidar 
Kazhagam Party who had opposed to the 
caste system and had dedicated his life to the 
welfare of socially disadvantaged. Carrying a 
plaque and cash worth rupees 1 lakh, previous 
recipients include late Prime Minister VP Singh, 
Sitaram Kesri, M Karunanidhi and Mayawati.
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Start up India 
Programme:
 
Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley 
kick-started 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi‘s 
ambitious Start-
Up India mission 
at Vigyan Bhavan 

in New Delhi. The Start Up India mission to 
be unveiled on Saturday envisages technology 
business incubators and research parks.

The Human Resource Development Ministry 
and the Department of Science and Technology 
have agreed to partner in an initiative to set 
up over 75 such startup support hubs in the 
National Institutes of Technology (NITs), the 
Indian Institutes of Information Technology 
(IIITs), the Indian Institutes of Science 
Education and Research (IISERs) and NIPERs 
or National Institutes of Pharmaceutical 
Education and Research.

SUMMIT
The campaign was launched during the 
celebrations of 69th Independence Day at 
Red Fort, Delhi. The initiative is aimed at 
encouraging entrepreneurship among the 
youth of India. As per the initiative, each of the 
1.25 lakh bank branches should encourage at 
least one Dalit or tribal entrepreneur and at 
least one woman entrepreneur.

Under this initiative, in addition to existing 
systems to facilitate start-ups, loans would 
also be given to help people. This initiative will 
give a new dimension to entrepreneurship and 
will help set up a network of start-ups in the 
country.
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HAL‘s new 
Helicopter 
Factory:
 
The Prime 
Minister unveiled 
a plaque for the 
foundation stone 
of a new helicopter 
manufacturing 
unit of Hindustan 

Aeronautics Limited in Tumkur district of 
Karnataka.

This will promote the manufacturing of defence 
equipments, as this will reduce our dependence 
on foreign countries and in turn will provide us 
more security and independence.

Advantages:
1. 4000 families directly or indirectly will get 

livelihood due to this factory.
2. Will make country Independent in defence 

equipments.

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL):
HAL is a fully owned Government of India 
undertaking under the administrative control 
of Ministry of Defence, Department of Defence 
Production.

It is based in Bangalore, Karnataka.

Its principal business is design, development, 
manufacture, repair and overhaul of aircraft, 

dEfENSE
1

helicoPteR FactoRY

helicopter, engines and related systems like 
avionics, instruments and accessories.  

Major ongoing Indigenous development 
programs:

Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), Intermediate Jet 
Trainer (IJT), Light Combat Helicopter(LCH), 
Light Utility Helicopter (LUH), Weapon System 
integration on ALH, Multi-role Transport 
Aircraft (MTA), Fifth Generation Fighter Aircraft 
(FGFA), Basic Turboprop Trainer.

IAF‘s Rafale deal with France 
confirmed:
 
Union government has confirmed 

the Rafale deal with France. Rafale are the 
Medium Multi Role Combat Aircraft (MMRCA) 
 
IAF will buy all the Rafale aircraft from Dassault, 
the French aircraft builder and integrator, in 
a flyaway condition. An order of 36 aircrafts 
have been placed.
 
There was a second deal for IAF as on the 
Christmas eve, the Indian government signed a 
deal with its Russian counterpart  for Russian 
Kamov 226T helicopters.
 
Earlier in April deal was struck due to 2 
reasons:

1. Indian government wanted reduction in 
the price by upto 50%.

2
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2.  To promote Make in India, Indian 
government was emphasising on the 
sharing of technology.

50% condition is still under consideration but 
Dassult is ready to share some technology with 
DRDO (Defence Research and Development 
Organisation).

Rafale
It is the twin-engine Rafale combat jet.
It is designed from the beginning as a multi-
role fighter for air-to-air and air-to-ground 
attacks.

It is nuclear- capable and with its onboard 
Electronic Warfare (EW) systems which can 
perform reconnaissance and radar jamming 
roles.

INS Kadmatt 
commissioned 
by Indian Navy:

 
INS Kadmatt, 
the second 
ship of Project 
28 (P28) class 
anti-submarine 
warfare (ASW) 
corvettes, is 

commissioned. It is an add-on in the Navy‘s 
firepower. It is an indigenous ship constructed 
by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers 
Limited, Kolkata. It is named after one of the 
large islands amongst the Lakshadweep group 
of islands off the west coast of India. It has a 
multitude of networks such as Total Atmospheric 
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Control System (TACS), Integrated Platform 
Management System (IPMS), Integrated Bridge 
System (IBS), Battle Damage Control System 
(BDCS) and Personnel Locator System (PLS) to 
provide a contemporary and process oriented 
System of Systems for optimal functioning of 
the warship.

Benefits:
1. It will augment the mobility, reach and 

flexibility of Indian Navy.
2. It signifies the importance of island 

territories as India‘s maritime interests.
3. It promotes the national objective of ‚Make 

in India‘.
DRDO 
successfully 
tested Tank 
Arjun (MBT):

 
Defence Research 
and Development 
Organisation 
(DRDO) on 6 
January 2016 
successfully test 

fired the new Penetration-Cum Blast (PCB) 
and Thermobaric (TB) Ammunition tank 
at Chandipur, Odisha.  This was specially 
designed for Arjun Main Battle Tank (MBT). 
A state-of-the-art weapon and ammunition 
system was developed by the DRDO for the 
Arjun Main Battle Tank (MBT) by adopting 
novel design concepts and latest technological 
advancement at par with the industrially 
advanced countries. The system is capable of 
destroying modern heavy targets up to a range 
of 5000 metres.

4
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JAN India 
Celebrates Army 
Day:
 
Indian Army Day 
marks a day to 
salute the valiant 
soldiers who 
sacrificed their 
lives to protect 
our country and 

the people living in it. The day is celebrated on 
January 15th every year. On this day in 1948, 
Lieutenant General K. M. Cariappa became the 
first Indian Commander-in-Chief. Army played 
equally important role as the other freedom 
fighters in instilling democratization in India. 
General Kodandera Madappa Cariappa 
shared a good bonding with both natives and 
Britishers and then succeeded General Roy 
Butcher of British Army to become the first 
Indian Commander in Chief of the democratic 
India.The Indian Army fights adversities on 
borders as well as with natural calamities. The 
Army works with true dedication and spirit of 
the motto ‚fight to win.‘

Celebrations:
The Army Day celebrated on 15th January, 
2016 will be the 68th Anniversary of Indian 
Army. The Army re-dedicates itself to become 
a part of the ‚War Winning Team‘ on this day. 
The day begins with paying homage to the 
martyred soldiers at the Amar Jawan Jyoti at 
the India Gate, New Delhi. Parades and many 
military shows which features the technology 
and achievements in Army are held at the 
Delhi Cantonment. Unit credentials and Sena 
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Medals were also presented for gallantry on 
the occasion every year.

Nag anti-
tank missile 
successful test 
fired:
  
India test-fired 
its indigenously 
developed Nag 
anti-tank guided 
missile, which can 
hit a target upto 

seven km, from a helicopter at a firing range 
in Jaisalmer in Rajasthan. Three-round trial of 
helicopter-launched Nag (HeliNa) missile was 
conducted on Sunday at the Chandhan firing 
range. HeliNa is a helicopter-launched version 
of Nag and has been developed by the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) under the Integrated Guided Missile 
Development Programme (IGMDP).

India, Japan conduct joint 
exercise ‘Sahyog-Kaijin’ off 
Chennai coast:

Ships and aircraft of the Indian Coast Guard 
and the Japan Coast Guard came together to 
train for the 15th edition of ‘Sahyog-Kaijin’ 
joint exercise in the Bay of Bengal off the 
Chennai coast on Friday. This is the second 
time in three months a ship from the Japanese 
military forces is participating in a military 
exercise along with India. In October last year, 
Japan Maritime Self-Defence Force’s ship FS 
Fuyuzuk participated in exercise ‘Malabar’ with 
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ships and aircraft of the Indian and the United 
States navies. While India was represented by 
ICGS Samudra Paheredar, ICGS Sarang, ICGS 
Vishwast, ICGS Rajtarang, ICGS Rajkamal 
and a Dornier Do 226 and chetak helicopters 
in ‘Sahyog-Kaijin XV’, Japan Coast Guard’s 
JCGS Echigo with its integral helicopter took 
part in the exercise. Addressing the media 
along with Vice Admiral Hideyo Hanamizu, the 
Vice Commandant of the Japan Coast Guard, 
Director General of Indian Coast Guard Vice 
Admiral H.C.S. Bisht said the exercise was 
aimed at fine-tuning the coordination between 
the forces.

India will host 
one of the largest-
national military 
exercise:
 
The Indian Army is 
all set to organize 
one of the largest 
multinational 
military exercise 
in March which 

will see the participation of the 18 ‚ASEAN 
Plus‘ countries. Over 360 personnel will 
participate in ‚Exercise Force Eighteen‘ to be 
held from March 2-8 in Pune with the theme of 
Humanitarian Mine Action and Peace Keeping 
Operations. The ASEAN Plus is made up of 18 
countries -- 10 ASEAN countries and Australia, 
China, Japan, India, Republic of Korea, New 
Zealand, Russia and the United States.

8

militaRY exeRciSe

French Army first foreign 
contingent Republic day: 
French contingent created history 
by marching down the Rajpath 

during the Republic Day parade. Led by 
Lt Col Paul Bury of the French Army’s 35th 
Infantry Regiment, one of the oldest regiments 
of France, the 76-member contingent marched 
before an audience that included President 
Pranab Mukherjee, visiting French President 
and Chief Guest Francois Hollande and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. The French Army’s 
35th Infantry Regiment traces its origin back to 
1604 when it was raised in Lorraine in France.

CERT-In inks 
cyber security 
agreements with 
3 nations:
 
Indian Computer 
Emergency 
Response 
Team (CERT-
In) has signed 
cybersecurity 

agreement with its counterparts in Malaysia, 
Singapore and Japan. In this regard, the 
Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has apprised the Memorandum 
of Understandings (MoUs) signed between 
CERT-In and 3 nations. 

CERT-In is nodal department under the aegis 
of Union Ministry of Communications and 
Information Technology that deals with cyber 
security threats like hacking and phishing in 
India. With headquarters in Delhi, its objective 
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is to protect Indian cyberspace and software 
infrastructure against destructive and hacking 
activities. Strengthen security-related defence 
of the Indian Internet domain.

Akash missile 
successfully test 
fires:
 
India successfully 
test-fired its 
indigenously 
developed surface-
to-air ‘Akash’ 
missile from a test 
range in Odisha as 

part of user trial by the air force. ‘Akash’ missile 
is a medium range surface-to-air anti-aircraft 
defence system with a strike range of 25 km 
and can carry a warhead of 60 kg. It has the 
capability to target aircraft up to 30 km away 
and is packed with a battery that can track and 
attack several targets simultaneously. With 
its capability to neutralise aerial targets like 
fighter jets, cruise missiles and air-to-surface 
missiles, defence experts compare ‘Akash’ to 
the similar weapons of many other advanced 
countries. ‘Akash’ has been developed 
by Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) as part of the Integrated 
Guided Missile Development Programme. 
While the air force version has already been 
inducted, the army version is in the final stage 
of induction.
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Veteran CPI 
leader AB 
Bardhan passes 
away:
 
Ardhendu 
Bhushan 
Bardhan, a 
Veteran leader of 
the Communist 
Party of India (CPI) 

passed away. He was CPI’s general secretary 
for 16 years from 1996.

History of AB Bardhan
1. Born on September 25, 1925, in Sylhet, 

now in Bangladesh.
2. He joined All India Students’ Federation 

(AISF) at Nagpur University in 1940. 
3. He became a member of the then banned 

CPI and became its full-time member next 
year.

4. He was elected president of Nagpur 
University Students’ Union and later 
joined the trade union movement.

5. He held a postgraduate degree in 
economics and a law degree. 

6. He became general secretary of CPI’s trade 
union arm AITUC in 1994 and became 
deputy general secretary of CPI a year 
later.

ObITUArIES
1

ab baRdhan

Former CJI 
Justice Kapadia 
passed away:
 
Former CJI 
Justice Kapadia 
passed away. He 
was the 38th Chief 
Justice of India. 
He was succeded 
by Altamas Kabir 

and preceded by K. G. Balakrishnan. He Was 
a graduate from Government Law College, 
Mumbai. He served as an additional judge 
of the Bombay High Court, Chief Justice of 
Uttarakhand High Court and a judge of the 
Supreme court.

J & K CM Mufti 
Mohammad 
Sayeed no more:

 
 Mufti Mohammad 

Sayeed, Chief 
Minister of 
Jammu and 
Kashmir, passed 
away of multiple 
organ failure 

in New Delhi. Mr Sayeed, a two-time chief 
minister, started his second tenure on March 
1st, 2015 in alliance with the BJP.

He founded the Jammu and Kashmir People‘s 
Democratic Party (JKPDP) in 1999.
-In a long career in politics, Mr Sayeed was a 
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Congressman till 1987. 

He was Minister for Tourism in the Rajiv 
Gandhi government in 1986, after which 
he joined former Prime Minister V P Singh‘s 
National Front government as Home Minister.

Past Chief Ministers of Jammu and Kashmir
 
2005-2008: Ghulam Nabi Azad
2009-2015: Omar Abdullah
March, 2015- Jan,2016: Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed. During this time, J&K was under the 
President’s rule three times.

The last President’s Rule (Jan, 2015-March2015) 
was due to the delay by political parties in 
forming the government.

Noted Gujarati 
writer 
Labshankar 
Thakar passes 
away:
 
Noted Gujarati 
writer and poet 
Labhshankar 
Thakar passed 
away after 

prolonged illness in Ahmedabad. He was 
modernist author of Gujarati literature 
with influence of existentialism challenging 
traditional literature styles.
About Labshankar Thakar:
He was born in Sedla village in Gujarat.

He was a multi talented personality, as he was 
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a playwright as well as a story writer and also 
an Ayurvedic Practitioner.

English Singer 
David Bowie 
passed away:
 
Singer David 
Bowie, one of the 
most influential 
musicians of his 
era, has died of 
cancer at the age 
of 69. The artist‘s 

hits include Let‘s Dance, Changes, Space 
Oddity, Starman, Modern Love, Heroes, Under 
Pressure, Rebel Rebel and Life on Mars. 

He was also well known for creating his 
flamboyant alter ego Ziggy Stardust. The singer, 
who had been living in New York in recent 
years, released his latest album Blackstar only 
last Friday, his birthday.

1971 war Hero Lt 
Gen JFR Jacob 
passed away:
 
Jacob-Farj-
Rafael “JFR” 
Jacob (Retired 
Lieutenant 
General), a key 
architect in 
India’s victory in 

1971 Bangladesh Liberation War passed away 
in New Delhi.  He was 92. Jacob (then a Major 
General) is best known for his role in India’s 
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victory in the Indo-Pakistan war of 1971 and 
the liberation of Bangladesh.

About 1971 INDO PAK WAR
The Indo-Pakistani War of 1971 was the direct 
military confrontation between India and 
Pakistan during the Bangladesh Liberation War 
in 1971. Indian, Bangladeshi and international 
sources consider the beginning of the war to 
have been Operation Chengiz Khan, when 
Pakistan launched pre-emptive air strikes on 11 
Indian airbases on 3 December 1971, leading 
to India‘s entry into the war of independence 
in East Pakistan on the side of Bangladeshi 
nationalist forces, and the commencement of 
hostilities with West Pakistan. Lasting just 13 
days, it is considered to be one of the shortest 
wars in history. 

During the course of the war, Indian and 
Pakistani forces clashed on the eastern and 
western fronts. The war effectively came to 
an end after the Eastern Command of the 
Pakistani Armed Forces signed the Instrument 
of Surrender, on 16 December 1971 in Dhaka, 
marking the liberation of the new nation 
of Bangladesh. East Pakistan had officially 
seceded from Pakistan on 26 March 1971.

Monte Irvin 
Passed away:

 
Hall of Famer 
Monte Irvin, a 
power-hitting 
outfielder who 
starred for the 
New York Giants 

in the 1950s in a career abbreviated by major 
league baseball‘s exclusion of black players, 
has died. He was 96.

The Hall of Fame said Irvin died Monday night 
of natural causes at his Houston home.

Irvin was 30 when he joined the Giants in 
1949, two years after Jackie Robinson broke 
the color barrier. Irvin spent seven of his eight 
big league seasons with the Giants and one 
year with the Chicago Cubs in 1956. A native of 
Haleburg, Alabama, Irvin played in the Negro, 
Mexican and Puerto Rican leagues during his 
20s.

Irvin was one of the most important contributors 
during the Giants‘ amazing pennant drive in 
1951 when they overtook the Brooklyn Dodgers 
after trailing by 13 1-2 games in mid-August. 
Irvin batted .312 with 24 homers and an NL-
leading 121 RBIs. That year Irvin teamed with 
Hank Thompson and Mays to form the first all-
black outfield in the majors. He finished third 
in the NL‘s MVP voting.

Actor Rajesh 
Vivek Passed 
away: 

 
Television actor 
Rajesh Vivek 
Upadhyay, 
who played the 
popular character 
of Guran in 
Bollywood 

blockbuster, Lagaan passed away on January 
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14, 2015. The actor, who has been part of 
some iconic TV shows like Bharat Ki Khoj, 
Mahabharat and Ighori to name a few was 
66-year-old. Upadhayay was 66 and passed 
away after suffering from cardiac arrest.

Actor Alan 
Rickman Passed 
away:
 
Alan Rickman, the 
British actor with 
the unforgettable 
voice who played 
the brooding 
Professor Severus 
Snape in the 

„Harry Potter“ films as well as „Die Hard“ 
villain Hans Gruber, died after a short battle 
with cancer. The actor had been a big-screen 
staple since first shooting to global acclaim 
in 1988, when he starred as Hans Gruber, 
Bruce Willis’s sardonic, dastardly adversary in 
Die Hard a part he was offered two days after 
arriving in Los Angeles, aged 41. in 1991, he 
starred as a cellist opposite Juliet Stevenson 
in Anthony Minghella’s affecting supernatural 
romance Truly, Madly, Deeply; four years later 
he was the honorable and modest Col Brandon 
in Sense and Sensibility, starring and scripted 
by Emma Thompson.
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Former Sikkim 
Governor V 
Rama Rao Dies:
 
Veteran BJP 
leader and former 
Sikkim governor 
V. Rama Rao died 
at a city hospital 
in Hyderabad 
on Sunday 

after prolonged illness. He was 81. Rao was 
suffering from severe lung infection and was 
hospitalised about a month ago. Rao was a 
lawyer and practised at the Andhra Pradesh 
High Court. 

He was elected as MLC on four occasions in the 
erstwhile Andhra Pradesh State Legislature. 
While he served for three full terms in 1966, 
1972 and 1978, the Legislative Council was 
abolished during his fourth term after his 
election from Graduates Constituency in 1984. 
During his last term, he served as party floor 
leader in the Council. He was also imprisoned 
during Emergency. He served as Sikkim 
Governor from October 25, 2002 to October 
25, 2007.

Punjabi Folk 
singer Manpreet 
passed away:
 
Punjabi folk 
singer Manpreet 
Akhtar (55), 
sister of famous 
Punjabi singer 
Dilshad Akhtar, 
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died of brain hemorrhage. Music teacher in a 
government school, Manpreet was known for 
her classical style of singing and her songs 
from Punjabi and Hindi movies. “Tujhe yaad 
na meri aye” in Bollywood movie “Kuch Kuch 
Hota Hai” was sung by her. Her other popular 
numbers are “Beriye Ni”, “Nikdi sui” and “Bas 
ek gera giddhe vich”, apart from various folk 
songs.

New Anti Terrorism Bill Passed 
by Egypt Parliament:
 

Egypt‘s parliament on Sunday overwhelmingly 
endorsed a controversial anti-terrorism law 
that sets up special courts and shields its 
enforcers from legal ramifications. The law 
is one of roughly 400 that were issued by 
executive decree during the more than three 
years in which Egypt was governed without 
a parliament after its democratically elected 
chamber was dissolved in mid-2012.
 
It details sentences for various terrorism-
related crimes ranging from five years to the 
death penalty, and shields the military and 
police from legal penalties for what it calls 
proportionate use of force. The law also fines 
journalists for contradicting the authorities‘ 
version of any militant attack. The original draft 
was amended last year following a domestic and 
international outcry after it initially stipulated 
imprisonment for such an offence.

Eagles co-founder Glenn Frey 
dies: 

 Glen Frey, a founding member of 
the loved rock band, The Eagles, and Rock 

and Roll Hall of Fame inductee, died at the 
age of 67, succumbing to complications due to 
rheumatoid arthritis, acute ulcerative colitis 
and pneumonia. Frey and the other original 
members of the Eagles Don Henley, Randy 
Meisner and Bernie Leadon came together to 
form singer Linda Ronstadt‘s backup band in 
the early 1970s. The Eagles was founded by 
Frey along with Don Hanley in the 70’s and 
was one of the most successful partnerships 
n rock music, generating hits such as “Take it 
Easy,” “Hotel California” and “Lyin’ Eyes”.

Yasutaro Koide, 
world’s oldest 
man, dies at 112:
 
The world’s oldest 
man, a Japanese, 
died at the age 
of 112 after 
suffering chronic 
heart problems. 
Yasutaro Koide 

had said his secret to a long life was not to 
smoke, drink or overdo it. Mr. Koide, who was 
born on March 13, 1903, died two months short 
of his 113th birthday. Japan’s oldest man is 
now Masamitsu Yoshida, a 111-year-old Tokyo 
native who was born on May 30, 1904. The 
world’s oldest person is an American woman, 
116-year-old Susannah Mushatt Jones of 
Brooklyn, New York.
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Kannada 
filmmaker 
Geethapriya 
passes away:
 
Renowned 
Kannada 
filmmaker 
and lyricist 
Geethapriya 
passed away 

after a battle with throat cancer in Bengaluru, 
Karnataka. He was 84. He has penned lyrics 
for over 250 immortal songs and directed 40 
films including one in Hindi. He was famously 
known as Geethapriya (lover of songs) as 
a result of his renowned work as a song-
writer. He had directed his last film Shravana 
Sambhrama in 2003.

Senior journalist 
Aroon Tikekar 
passes away:
 
Aroon Tikekar 
was born in 
1944 in a family 
of authors and 
journalists. He 
has served as the 
Editor of Marathi 

newspaper Loksatta of the Indian Express 
Group Newspaper for over a decade from 1992 
to 2002. Prior to starting his journalistic career 
he had worked as a college teacher for some 
years. He was also Language and Literature 
Expert and Acquisitions Specialist at the US 
Library of Congress Office, New Delhi. He has 
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authored over 20 books in Marathi as well 
as in English including The cloister’s pale: A 
Biography of the University of Mumbai.

Mrinalini 
Sarabhai passes 
away:
 
Renowned 
classical dancer 
and Padma 
Bhushan 
recipient Mrinalini 
Sarabhai, who 
was wife of 

father of India‘s space programme Dr Vikram 
Sarabhai, passed away on Thursday due to old 
age-related problems. She was 97. Mrinalini 
Sarabhai has been awarded by the Indian 
government with the national civilian awards 
Padma Bhushan in 1992 and the Padma 
Shri in 1965. She was also the first Indian to 
receive the medal and Diploma of the French 
Archives Internationales de la Danse. She was 
nominated to the Executive Committee of the 
International Dance Council, Paris in 1990 
and awarded the Sangeet Natak Akademi 
Fellowship, New Delhi in 1994. She was 
presented with a gold medal by the Mexican 
Government for her choreography for the Ballet 
Folklorico of Mexico.

Former Dy Speaker of Gujarat 
Assembly Nirmala Gajwani 
passes away:

Former Deputy Speaker of Gujarat Assembly 
and Social Activist Nirmala Gajwani passed 
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away in Rajkot, Gujarat. First MLA from Kutch 
district, Mrs. Gajwani was the first lady Deputy 
Speaker of Gujarat legislative Assembly and 
was reputed social worker along with being one 
of the leading lights of the Sindhi community 
in the state.

Hollywood actor 
ABE Vigoda 
passed away:
 
Abe Vigoda, 
who played the 
decrepit Detective 
Phil Fish in 
the television 
sitcom „Barney 
Miller“ and Mafia 

lieutenant Sal Tessio in the original „Godfather“ 
movie, died aged 94. Though Vigoda achieved 
a good bit of fame from his 1970s „Godfather“ 
role, his years on „Barney Miller“ and the 
short-lived spinoff „Fish,“ he arguably became 
best known for being alive despite reports of 
his premature demise.

Artificial 
Intelligence 
pioneer Marvin 
Minsky passes 
away:
 
Artificial 
intelligence 
pioneer Marvin 
Minsky died 
from a cerebral 

hemorrhage, closing a noteworthy career in 
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artificial intelligence that spanned more than 
five decades. He was 88. Minsky, a native New 
Yorker, cofounded the Artificial Intelligence 
Laboratory (now the Computer Science and 
Artificial Intelligence Laboratory) at MIT 
in 1959, a year after he joined the faculty 
at university‘s electrical engineering and 
computer science department, according to a 
statement from the laboratory. That laboratory 
emerged long before supercomputers came on 
the scene in 1972.

Minsky‘s book The Society of Mind, which 
was published in 1985, was considered 
groundbreaking work regarding the various 
mechanisms that interacted in intelligence and 
thought. His last book, The Emotion Machine: 
Commonsense Thinking, Artificial Intelligence, 
and the Future of the Human Mind, was 
published in 2006.

Former Army 
Chief KV Krishna 
Rao Passed 
away:
 
The former Army 
chief General K.V. 
Krishna Rao, who 
was the Governor 
of Jammu and 
Kashmir for two 

terms when militancy flared up, died. He 
commanded an Army Division in the 1971 war 
with Pakistan in the eastern theatre. General 
Krishna Rao was appointed as the Chief of 
Army Staff on June 1, 1981 and served as 
COAS until July 1983. From June 1984 to 
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July 1989, General Rao was the Governor of 
Nagaland, Manipur and Tripura. He also served 
short tenures as the Governor of Mizoram.

Journalist T.N. 
Gopakumar Dies:
 
Veteran journalist 
and editor-
in-chief of 
Asianet news TN 
Gopakumar died 
of cardiac arrest in 

Thiruvananthapuram. TNG, as he was 
popularly known, is known for his weekly 
show on the channel „Kannaadi“ (mirror) 
which he produced and anchored for more 
than two decades. Gopakumar has previously 
worked with the Indian Express, News Time, 
The Independent, The Statesman and BBC. He 
is a recipient of several awards including the 
Kerala Sahithya Academy award.

Noted Telugu 
litterateur 
Nayani 
Krishnakumari 
passes away:

 
Daughter of 
legendary writer 
Nayani Subbarao, 
well known 
Telugu litterateur 

Nayani Krishnakumari passed away recently 
in her home in Hyderabad. Besides being a well 
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known literary figure, she was an academic 
who taught in Chennai, Osmania University 
and finally at the Potti Sriramulu Telugu 
University.
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103rd session of 
Indian Science 
Congress begins:
 
Prime minister 
has inaugrated 
the 103rd session 
of Indian Science 
Congress at 
University of 
Mysore.

Theme: “Science and Technology for Indigenous 
Development in India.”

Prime minister has talked about various issues 
that have to be resolved:

1. Innovation to combat climate change.
2. Innovation to make clean energy technology
3. Innovation to make renewable energy 

much cheaper; more reliable; and, easier 
to connect to transmission grids.

4. Tapping of new sources of renewable 
energy, from ocean waves to geothermal 
energy.

5. Innovation to develop climate resilient 
agriculture.

Indian Science Congress Association:
Establishment:
The Indian Science Congress Association (ISCA) 
owes its origin to the foresight and initiative of 
two British Chemists, namely, Professor J. L. 
Simonsen and Professor P. S. Mac Mahon.

SCIENCE
Objectives:
(a) To advance and promote the cause of 

Science in India
(b) To hold an annual Congress at a suitable 

place in India
(c) To publish such proceedings, journals, 

transactions and other publications as 
may be considered desirable

(d) To secure and manage funds and 
endowments for the promotion of Science 
including the rights of disposing of, or 
selling all or any portion of the properties 
of the Association

(e) To do and perform any or all other acts, 
matters and things as are conducive to, or 
incidental to, or necessary for, the above 
objects.

New India‘s 
Satellite 
monitoring 
station in 
Vietnam:
 
India is close to 
start its Satellite 
monitoring 
station in 
Vietnam. The city 

is Ho Chi Minh. Station is for Data Reception 
and Tracking and Telemetry.

Benefits:
1. It will help India to keep an eye on the 

already launched satellites.
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2. It will provide India a toe in South China 
Sea.

3. It will enhance India‘s role in south-east 
Asia and help both India and the countries 
of the region.

Satellite in India is launched by ISRO (Indian 
Space Research Organization):

ISRO (Indian Space Research Organization)

Indian Space Research Organisation, formed 
in 1969, superseded the erstwhile INCOSPAR.
It comes under Department of Space.

Its applications and operations are in the 
varied fields. Those are:
a. Disaster management
b. Earth Observation.
c. Satellite Communication
d. Navigation
e. Climate and Environment

Gold Coal can reduce the emission level:
Introduction of Gold Coal can reduce the 
emission level stated by WHO. It is evident 
through Mumbai’s usage of this coal.

Normal Coal   - Gold Coal
1. Coal is raw (not processed).  

Processed Coal
2. ash content of the order - Ash content 

not more than 3 percent.
   of 38 - 45 per cent. 
3. low calorific value - high Calorific 

value(5500Kcal) (3800- 4200 Kcal)
4. High sulpher content - low sulpher content
5. It is polluting and impacts  t is non-polluting 

and doesn‘t impact the ecology.

Andhra Bank 
launches IMPS 
for money 
transfer:

 
 Andhra Bank 

has launched 
Immediate 
Payment Service 
(IMPS) at all 
its branches. 

National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) 
is associated with Andhra Bank in his step. 
IMPS makes payments possible within fraction 
of seconds without compromising security.

Benefits:
1. Facility will be available round-the-clock 

unlike the NEFT, which is available only 
for limited hours.

2. A real time instant fund transfer system 
for inter-bank remittances.

IMPS:
The IMPS (Immediate Payment Service) helps 
customer to access their bank account and 
transfer funds instantly and securely. 

Currently majority of interbank mobile 
fund transfer transactions are channelized 
through NEFT mechanism. Under NEFT, the 
transactions are processed and settled in 
batches, hence are not real time. Also, the 
transactions can be done only during the 
working hours of the RTGS system. IMPS 
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offers an instant, 24X7, interbank electronic 
fund transfer service through mobile phones.

Objectives of IMPS:
IMPS is an emphatic tool to transfer money 
instantly.
1. To enable bank customers to use mobile 

instruments as a channel for accessing 
their banks accounts and remit funds

2. Making payment simpler just with the 
mobile number of the beneficiary         

3. To sub-serve the goal of Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) in electronification of retail 
payments

4. To facilitate mobile payment systems 
already introduced in India with the 
Reserve Bank of India Mobile Payment 
Guidelines 2008 to be inter-operable 
across banks and mobile operators in a 
safe and secured manner

5. To build the foundation for a full range of 
mobile based Banking services.   

6. Within banks across India through mobile, 
internet and ATM which is not only safe 
but also economical both in financial and 
non financial perspectives.

MSI launched 
world‘s first eye 
tracking-enabled 
Laptop:
 
At CES 2016, 
MSI unveiled a 
brand new high-
performance 
gaming laptop 
that includes an 
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integrated Tobii eye tracking system, which 
the company claims is a world first. When the 
system is tracking your eyes, „game characters 
and environments will react to your gaze, focus 
and attention“ in supported titles.

Other laptops of MSI at CES:
Portable 14-inch GS40 Phantom with a Skylake 
CPU

Gs72 Stealth Pro, which is the company‘s 
slimmest and lightest 17-inch gaming 
notebook.

WS72 workstation with an Intel Xeon CPU.

Micro-Star International(MSI):
It is a Taiwanese multinational information 
technology corporation.

It is headquartered in New Taipei City, Taiwan.

It belongs to the Computer hardware Electronics 
industry which e-signs, develops and provides 
computer hardware, related products and 
services, including laptops, motherboards, 
graphics cards, All-in-One PCs etc.

CIRB Hisar 
becomes second 
institute to clone 
buffalo:
 
Scientists at the 
Central Institute 
for Research 
on Buffaloes 
(CIRB) in Hisar, 
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Haryana have successfully produced a cloned 
buffalo offspring named ‘Cirb Gaurav’. CIRB 
scientists have achieved this feat under the 
project entitled- Cloning for conservation and 
multiplication of superior buffalo germplasm. 
With this achievement, CIRB becomes the 
India’s second and world’s third institute to 
produce cloned buffalo. Karnal (Haryana) based 
National Dairy Research Institute (NDRI) was 
the India’s first institute to produce a cloned 
calf.

Panagariya 
committee to 
fast-track bullet 
train project:
 
Union 
Government has 
constituted a 
committee to fast 
track the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High-

Speed Rail Corridor, meant for connecting 
two cities with bullet trains. The committee 
is tasked to interact with the Japanese 
counterpart for taking further steps in 
implementation of Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-
Speed Rail Corridor.
         
Arvind Panagariya, vice-chairman of the NITI 
Aayog, will head the committee. It will also 
include Railway Board chairman, foreign 
secretary and secretary (industrial policy) and 
secretary in the department of expenditure as 
its members.

Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail 
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Corridor: It will be 500km long and will be 
connecting both trains at the cost of the project 
will be 98,000 crore rupees.  Japan will invest 
78, 000 crore rupees making it largest foreign 
investment in railway sector of India.

Chinese 
scientists 
develop new bio-
artificial liver:
 
Chinese scientists 
have developed a 
new bio-artificial 
liver that can 
help patients to 
survive from liver 

failure long enough for an organ transplant. 
It has been developed by team of researchers 
from the Shanghai Institute for Biological 
Sciences and doctors from Nanjing Drum 
Tower Hospital. The bio-artificial liver is based 
on human liver cells and has been designed to 
be attached outside a patient’s body. This liver 
device is based on cells taken from human fat, 
skin or other tissues and is reprogrammed 
into liver cells. It can help  to prolong lives 
of patients with liver failure by recovering 
patients’ liver functions till suitable donor 
livers for a transplant is found.
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Zinnia becomes 
first flower 
grown in space:
 
NASA astronaut, 
Scott Kelly, 
tweeted the photo 
of the first flower 
to bloom in outer 
space. The flower 
is the beautiful 

orange Zinnia, a flower native to southern 
United States. The flowers were grown inside 
the Veggie lab aboard International Space 
Station (ISS) which was installed in early May 
2014. With the success of this experiment, 
Zinnia has become the first flowering plant 
grown outside Earth‘s atmosphere. The system, 
according to scientists, uses red, blue, and 
green LED lights to simulate sunlight, making 
the successful growth of the flower possible.

ISRO launches 
India‘s 5th 
Navigation 
Satellite (IRNSS-
1E):
 
The Indian 
Regional 
Navigation 
Satellite system, 

IRNSS, consists of seven satellites to provide 
real-time data on the position of objects to 
aid road, air and maritime traffic apart from 
providing mapping and tracking services.

8
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IRNSS-1E is the fifth navigation satellite in 
the IRNSS space system, comprising seven 
satellites, which would be on par with US-based 
GPS once the full complement of spacecraft is 
launched. The satellite was launched, powered 
by its own PSLV, from Sriharikota, Andhra 
Pradesh. The satellite’s control was taken 
over by the Mission Control Facility (MCF) at 
Hassan in Karnataka.

Apple‘s India‘s Country Manager 
Maneesh quits: 
 
Maneesh Dhir, manager of India’s 

Business of the company, under whose watch 
the company experienced a tremendous growth 
in sales, recently quit. Dhir‘s departure marks 
the second top-level exit from the company‘s 
India business, after Sharad Mehrotra who 
used to head the company‘s enterprise 
mobility unit in India also resigned late last 
year to set up his own handset company called 
Hyve Mobility. The departure comes at a time 
when the company is aggressively trying to 
expand its Indian market, with having filed an 
application to India’s Department of Industrial 
Policy and Promotion to open own branded 
stores to grab a larger pie of the country’s 
lucrative smartphones market.

Google, Railtel launches free 
public Wi-Fi service at the 
Mumbai Central Station:
 

Indian Railways telecom arm Railtel in 
association wit Google India has launched free 
Wifi facilities in Mumbai Central Station. In 
the future, Wi-Fi services will be provided at 
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Bandra Terminus and Surat stations of Mumbai 
division. In addition, Vadodara, Ahmedabad, 
Rajkot and Indore stations of Western Railway 
shall also be covered with Wi-Fi services in 
the near future. RailTel will provide Internet 
services as RailWire via its fiber network, in 
partnership with Google. Railwire Wi-Fi will 
be available to any user who has a working 
mobile connection on a smartphone. The 
project was announced last September during 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Google 
headquarters in Mountain View.
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24 JAN 2016 - Ninth National 
Girl child day:
 
 This celebration was started to 

offer more supports and new opportunities 
to the girls in the country. It is celebrated to 
increase the awareness among people about 
all the inequalities faced by the girl child in 
the society. This day is being observed every 
year on 24 January since 2008. Government 
of India has started National Girl Child Day 
as a national girl’s development mission. The 
mission raises the awareness among people 
all over the country about the importance of 
girls’ promotion. It helps in enhancing girls’ 
meaningful contribution in decision making 
processes by active support of the parents and 
the community members. Days and Dates
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